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	Date

November 26, 2007

To

Executive Officers of the Superior Courts

From

Diane Nunn, Director 

Bonnie Hough, Supervising Attorney

Center for Families, Children & the Courts

Subject

Self-Help Center Funding Application 
	
	Action Requested

Please Complete and Return Application

Deadline

December 14, 2007

Contact

Mark Garcia

415-865-4367 phone

mark.garcia@jud.ca.gov
Bonnie Hough

415-865-7668

bonnie.hough@jud.ca.gov

	


The Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) Center for Families, Children & the Courts is pleased to accept trial court applications for continuation of current funding and allocation of new funding for self-help center services, which will be provided under the terms of a new memorandum of understanding (MOU). The current self-help center MOUs expire on December 31, 2007. The new MOUs will become effective January 1, 2008, and will continue to be in effect through June 30, 2009. This means that the last half of the current fiscal year and all of next fiscal year will be covered.

In addition to the current, ongoing $8.7 million in annual funding for self-help assistance, the legislature has approved an additional $2.5 million in ongoing annual funding for self-help programs. The Budget Act language requires the new $2.5 million be used to increase service levels by either establishing self-help services in new court locations or providing services in additional case types at existing locations. In addition to the mandate, there is an agreement that at least 40 percent of the total statewide expenditures from the $2.5 million will be used to provide increased access for self-represented litigants with limited English proficiency. These new funds bring our ongoing program total to $11.2 million.

In order to provide sufficient time for courts to phase in the new funding and meet its requirements, the new MOU will be established for 18 months. Funds provided in the last half of fiscal year 2007–2008 will continue to be available in fiscal year 2008–2009. The term will conclude at the end of fiscal year 2008–2009, after which time tracking will be conducted on a fiscal year basis. 

For courts currently on the trial court accounting system (Phoenix), the AOC will be running financial reports for this MOU on the court’s behalf. Therefore, these courts will not be required to submit separate financial reports to track self-help center expenditures. Courts that start using Phoenix during the term of the MOU will be changed to this arrangement.

Attached is the application package, which includes the application form, budget worksheets, and allocation spreadsheet. The package is also available online at www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/equalaccess/funding.htm. The instructions are contained within the documents themselves. For questions related to the self-help center program or the application package, please contact Mark Garcia at 415-865-4367 or mark.garcia@jud.ca.gov, or Bonnie Hough at 415-865-7668 or bonnie.hough@jud.ca.gov.  
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