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While You’re Here, Thousands of Dollars In “Past-Due” Child Support Might Be Adding Up, Even Though You Have No Income!
Under California Law, during the time you are incarcerated for a period of time exceeding three months, your obligation to pay child support may be reduced to zero if you have no income or assets in which to pay your child support. But you must let the Department of Child Support Services know about your change of circumstances if they are involved in the enforcement and collection of your child support obligation. The sooner you inform them of your incarceration, the sooner they may begin the modification process. It may take them up to 180 days to initiate the legal process from the time of your notification. You may modify the order yourself or hire an attorney to modify the court order if you have the ability to do so. If you want the Department of Child Support Services to do this on your behalf, take the following steps: 

· Take one of the packets prepared for you by the San Bernardino County Court’s Resource Center.

· Complete the letter and send it to the Department of Child Support Services (DCSS) in the county which is enforcing your child support obligation and all counties where you have lived or where your kids have lived. (See the attached list)
· Save one copy for yourself with the date you mailed it. This is your proof that you may need later to show that DCSS had notice that you were incarcerated and should have started the modification process if they failed to do so. This process will not affect child support that was owed prior to the date of the modification.
If you don’t notify DCSS and they continue to charge you each month, when you get out, you could be facing a huge bill! 

