Serving the Guardianship Papers
1. What papers must be served?


•Copies of the filed Petition for Appointment of Guardian of Minor, with all attachments


•Notice of Hearing

2. When must the papers be served?


The Guardianship papers must be served at least 20 days before the date listed in the Notice of Hearing.  
If you do not comply with this requirement, the guardianship will not be heard on the scheduled hearing 
date.  

3. Who may serve the papers?


You may not serve the papers if you are the person filing for the guardianship.  Anyone over the age of 
18 who is not involved in the guardianship proceeding may serve the papers.  You can hire a process 
server or a sheriff’s deputy to serve the papers.

4.  Who must be served?


Relatives



by Personal Service*


by Mail

	Minor, if over the age of 12

	[image: image1.png]



	

	Minor’s mother
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	Minor’s father
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	Minor’s maternal grandparents
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	Minor’s paternal grandparents
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	Minor’s spouse
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	Minor’s sisters and brothers
If over the age of 12
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	Minor’s children, if any, do not need to be served.  The child’s other parent would be served by mail.
	
	

	Anyone presently having legal custody of the minor
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	Anyone nominated minor’s legal guardian (besides you)
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	Anyone having physical custody of the minor
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	Local Social Services Agency, if involved
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	Court Investigator

	Contact court for this information
	

	State Director of Social Services if you are not a blood relative
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	Directors of Mental and Developmental Services, if involved
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	Department of Veterans Affairs, if involved
	
	[image: image14.png]





*These may also be served by mail accompanied by a Notice and Acknowledgment of Receipt

When serving by mail, list all persons and entities served on the Proof of Service on the back of the Notice of Hearing form.

