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November 9, 2018

Clerk of the Court

California Supreme Court

350 McAllister Street, Rm 1295
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Focus Letter and List of Additional Authorities
December 5, 2018, Morning Calendar
People v. Amezcua (Oswaldo) and Flores (Joseph)
(S133660; LASC KA 050813)

Dear Clerk:

Please inform the Court that I expect to focus on the following two arguments
during oral argument, which is set for December 5, 2018. The arguments and the
additional authorities for each are set forth below and are identified by the Argument
number used in Mr. Amezcua’s opening brief.

ARG.II.  The trial court committed reversible error by excusing Prospective
Juror No. 74 who, despite conscientious reservations about imposing the death penalty,
stated repeatedly that she was willing to carry out her duties as a juror in accordance
with the Court’s instructions and her oath.

Additional authorities. People v. Woodruff (2018) 5 Cal.5th 697; People v. Jones
(2017) 3 Cal.5th 583; People v. Zaragoza (2016) 1 Cal.5th 21.

ARG. VIII. The failure to present a penalty phase defense, appellant’s express
requests and the trial court’s consent notwithstanding, violated appellant’s right to a
reliable determination of the judgment of death.

Additional authority.  McCoy v. Louisiana (2018) 138 S.Ct. 1500; 200 L.Ed.2d
821.

Very truly yours,

JANYCE KEIKO IMATA BLAIR
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