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In the Suprene Court of the State of Califormia

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF

CALIFORNIA,

Plaintiff & Respondent,

V.

MAURICE G. STESKAL,

Defendant & Appellant.

CAPITAL CASE
Case No. S122611

Orange Co. Super. Ct.
Case No. 99ZF0023

ANSWER TO AMICI CURIAE BRIEF FILED BY
MENTAL HEALTH AMERICA AND NATIONAL ALLIANCE
ON MENTAL ILLNESS

Mental Health America and National Alliance on Mental Illness have

filed an amici curiae brief and this Court has invited us to respond. Amici

curiae assert that there is a consensus among national mental health

DEATH PENALTY



organizations that the death penalty should not be imposed on individuals
with severe mental illness and asks this Court to bar the execution of such
individuals. (Amici brief at 1-26.) We feel we adequately addressed this
subject in our respondent’s brief. (RB at 62-63, citing People v. Hajek &
Vo (2014) 58 Cal.4th 1144, 1252 [“We leave it to the Legislature, if it
chooses, to determine exactly the type and level of mental impairment that
must be shown to warrant a categorical exemption from the death penalty™];
see also RB at 62, citing People v. Boyce (2014) 59 Cal.4th 672, 722 [this
Court has “refused to extend the holding in Atkins [v. Virginia (2002) 536
U.S. 304, 318] to certain types of personality disorders or to mental illness

in general™].)
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