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Alameda County 
District Attorney’s Office

Truancy and Attendance Programy g

The Components of a Comprehensive 
Truancy and Attendance Program

1. Why does it matter?

2. Early intervention work with schools

3. The prosecution processp p

4. Collaborations with outside agencies

5. Intersection with other areas of the law

Why Should This Matter to 
the Justice System?
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 Daytime crimes committed by juveniles

 Daytime juvenile victims of crime

Murder defendants and murder victims under the age 

Data to Consider: 
What are these numbers in your community?

Murder defendants and murder victims under the age 
of 21 and grade they stopped attending school

Early Intervention Strategies 
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Parent Flyer

• Work with Attendance Personnel
• Create form letters to be sent at start of 

school year
• Track and Understand data

How A Team Can Help at School Site

The Prosecution Process
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Notice of truancyNotice of truancy

SART at school site

Add’lAdd’l notificationsnotifications

Truant Days

SARB

9‐12

K‐8 

Truancy Mediation

Parent Truancy Court
E.C. § 48293

P.C. § 270.1

Juvenile Court
W&I § 607 

Elementary School Truancy
(ages 6-13)

Secondary School Truancy

Parent Truancy Court Juvenile Mediation

Juvenile Court Process

[minors on criminal probation 
should also be monitored]

Referral Paperwork to the D.A.
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Referral Paperwork to the D.A.

o Mediation Hearing Includes Probation/ D.A./ Community 
Based Organizations

Alameda County Process                   Mediation for One School 
Year

Secondary School Truancy Mediation Process

Oversight by probation officer to include school and home visits 
as well as the coordination of services such as tutoring, 
counseling, drug programs, tattoo removal, etc.

Last resort               Filing in Juvenile Court

o Formal probation with terms and conditions

o Mandatory court appearances

Juvenile Court
In California (601 W + I Code)

o Sanctions for violating order of the court
(contempt hearing)
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Alameda County Student Truancy Statistics
8/1/2012‐ 7/31/2013
Truancy Mediation

17.8% Dismissed 
successful

8.2% Dismissed not 
successful

19.1%
Dismissed other 
(300 ward, 600 

30.14%
601(b) petitions

24.6% 
On‐going 

mediations at end 
of reporting period

0

Sampling of 73 students in truancy 
mediation from 8/1/2013‐7/31/2013

ward, moved)
601(b) petitions 
referred for filing

Alameda County Student Truancy Statistics
8/1/2012‐ 7/31/2013

Truancy Court

75.7%
Showing 

improvement 
or dismissed

24.3%
Not improved

Sampling of 66 students in Truancy 
Court from 8/1/2012‐7/31/2013

or dismissed 
successfully 

Parent Truancy Court
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Truancy: Alameda County court educates families

Once in Parent Truancy Court

 Approach to working with the parents and children

 Timeframe

 Methods used to supervise parents and childrenp p

 Does it work?

Improved
90%

Did Not Improve
10%

Changes in Attendance After Probationary Period 
in Parent Truancy Court

Truancy Court Data 2012-2013 School Year

90%

Improved

Did Not Improve

• Sampling of 80 students whose parents/guardians appeared in Parent Truancy Court during the 2012‐2013 
school year

• Of the students who did not show improvement in attendance, most exhibited a substantial decrease in daily 
tardies. The primary issue of this group was typically their number of tardies, as opposed to the number of 
unexcused absences.
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100% increase in 
attendance

7%

76-99% increase in 
attendance

42%
26-50% increase in 

attendance
11%

1-25% increase in 
attendance

10%

Worse 7%

No Change
3%

Detailed Explanation of Parent Truancy Cases-
Full Day Attendance 2012-2013 School Year

51-75% increase in 
attendance

20%

Sampling of 80 students whose parents/guardians appeared in Parent Truancy Court 
during the 2012‐2013 school year

o Where to file the cases against the adults

o Consistent judge who is interested in the issue

o Keep a hold of the case for at least one school year

How to Create a Successful Court Process

o Bring parents back to court on a regular basis

o Issue bench warrants for failing to appear

Working With Outside 
Agencies
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 Parenting classes and counseling

 Family and individual therapy

 Referral system to mentors, tutors, “big buddies”, etc.

 Drug and alcohol

Counseling

 Drug and alcohol

 Mental health

 Homelessness

 H.E.A.L. Program

 Asthma

 Obesity

 Mental health

Intersection of Health and Attendance

 Lice

 Detection of other health barriers

Overlapping Legal Arenas
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• Juvenile Crime and Bullying

• Human Trafficking/Sexually Exploited 
Minors

Overlap with other Courts 
and Areas of the Law

• Family Court

• Dependency Court/Foster Youth

o Dependency

o Custody

Family Court Issues

o Domestic Violence
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 At School Website: 
http://atschool.alcoda.org

Main Questions:
• Who needs to be at the table?
• Who will take the lead at the various stages of the process?
• What works in terms of setting up a collaborative?
• Funding?

Planning a Successful Truancy Program

Contact Information

Teresa Drenick, Assistant District Attorney

(510) 272-6280

teresa.drenick@acgov.org


