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Guide to the Substance Abuse Focus Grant (SAFG) and Dependency Drug Court 
(DDC) Augmentation Grant

What is the SAFG? 

The Collaborative Justice Courts Substance Abuse Focus Grant (SAFG) Program is a non-competitive grant 
available to all county courts. The grant is designed to promote innovation through helping grantees 
maintain, expand, or enhance their collaborative courts. It has been funded annually through the California 
Budget Act since 1998. In 2022, the Legislature allocated a total of $1.16 million for the grant. 

Examples of eligible collaborative justice courts include adult and juvenile drug courts, adult and juvenile 
mental health courts, dependency and family law drug courts, DUI courts, elder courts, homeless courts, 
juvenile delinquency drug courts, peer/youth courts, reentry courts, truancy courts, veterans’ courts, 
community courts, girls courts and other collaborative justice courts that have a substance abuse focus.  

What is the DDC Augmentation Grant? 

Courts applying for the SAFG that have a family treatment court or a dependency drug court are invited to 
apply for supplemental funds through the Dependency Drug Court (DDC) Augmentation Grant. A total of up 
to $75,000 of federal Court Improvement Project (CIP) funds is available and divided amongst all eligible 
dependency drug/family treatment courts that wish to receive this additional funding. 

How are awards for courts applying to the SAFG determined? 

Individual grant awards are calculated using a Judicial Council approved formula and are anticipated to be 
approximately $12,000 - $45,000. All SAFG grantees receive a base amount of $12,000. Additional funding 
depends on the following: 

1. total number of qualifying county courts across California applying for the SAFG
2. number of collaborative courts

• a grantee may have 1 or more collaborative justice courts
3. type of collaborative justice court(s)

• treatment type collaborative justice courts receive more funding than education only types
4. number of participants in each collaborative court
5. any enhancement funding for existing collaborative court(s)

• grantees wishing to start a new collaborative court or increase the capacity of existing
collaborative court(s) by at least 10 participants may apply for enhancement funding

Example: A county court applying 
for the SAFG has two collaborative 
justice court types: (1) an Adult 
Drug Court and (2) a DUI Court in 
Schools program. The county 
court’s Adult Drug Court is a 
treatment court with 200 
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participants. The DUI Court in Schools program is an education court with 60 participants. Additionally, the county court wishes to enhance its 
DUI Court in Schools program by 15 participants. The county court is eligible to receive the base amount of $12,000, $20,000 for its Adult Drug 
Court, $4,000 for its DUI Court in Schools program, and $1,000 in enhancement funds for its DUI Court in Schools program. The county court’s 
maximum eligible funding allocation is $37,000. This amount is adjusted depending on the number of qualifying county courts across California 
applying for the SAFG.

How are awards for the DDC Augmentation Grant funding determined? 

A total of up to $75,000 is available and divided amongst all eligible dependency drug/ family treatment 
courts that apply for additional funding. The amount each grantee receives from the DDC Augmentation 
Grant depends on the 
following: 

1. total number of statewide participants across all the DDC grantee counties
2. number of participants in their dependency drug court

The number of participants in a grantee’s dependency drug/family treatment court is multiplied by the 
funding per participant. Funding per participant comes from the total amount of DDC Augmentation Grant 
funding (up to $75,000) divided by the total participant count across all the DDC grantee counties.  

How do courts apply for the SAFG? 

County courts that wish to apply for the SAFG must submit a grant application. A link to the grant application 
along with a pdf containing the grant application questions to use for reference will be emailed to each 
county court's Court Executive Officer as well as the SAFG contact listed for each county court. At the end of 
the grant application, county courts can view their maximum eligible funding and print the application for 
their records. 

How do courts apply for the DDC Augmentation Grant? 

County courts applying for SAFG funding for their dependency drug court or family treatment court that also 
wish to apply for the DDC Augmentation Grant can indicate this request by checking the appropriate box in 
the grant application. There is no separate application for this additional funding. 

When are courts notified if they received a SAFG/DDC Augmentation Grant award? 

After county courts submit their grant applications, allocations for the SAFG and DDC Augmentation Grant 
are calculated and presented to the Judicial Council for approval. Once approved by the Judicial Council the 
allocations are posted on the Grants/Funding section of the Judicial Council website. The SAFG and DDC 
Augmentation Grant contracts are emailed to the Court Executive Officers of grantees with information 
about terms and conditions. These are to be signed and returned as per the instructions in the email. 

What are the requirements of the SAFG/DDC deliverable-based grant? 

The SAFG and DDC Augmentation Grant are deliverables-based grants where recipients are required to 
complete two deliverables over the grant period. Each deliverable consists of a survey that collects data on 
all SAFG/DDC-funded courts within the county. Grantees receive half of their grant award for completion of 
each deliverable. The first deliverable requires grantees to verify and update the data submitted by the 
courts on the grant applications (data from the grant application is automatically populated into the first 
deliverable). The second deliverable requires grantees to enter “snapshot data”, which provides information 
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about the program on a specified date, as well as general program information. This deliverable also provides 
an opportunity for grantees to describe program highlights, achievements, and challenges.  

Unlike in a reimbursement-type grant, deliverable-based grants do not require grantees to maintain receipts 
to show how grant funds are used or for reimbursement. Other than the prohibitions listed in the contract, 
grantees can decide how to use SAFG funds and are not required to receive JCC approval for specific 
expenditures. Common uses of SAFG funds include treatment and drug-testing, staff training expenses, and 
program incentives such as gift cards and bus passes. As a result of needs that arose from the pandemic, 
some innovative grantees are using SAFG funds for items such as PPE (including masks, gloves and hand 
sanitizing stations), remote drug testing, and technological equipment to help clients participate in remote 
hearings.   

When and how do courts submit the required deliverables? 

After contracts are released, an email with a personal link to complete and submit the first deliverable along 
with the deadline will be sent out to the SAFG contact listed for each grantee. Grantees will have a minimum 
of two weeks to submit the deliverable. Grantees will receive a personal link to complete the second 
deliverable towards the end of the fiscal year. Important dates and deadlines can be found in the contract. 
Grantees completing their online deliverables can print their responses at the end for their records. 

How is data collected from the deliverables used? 

Data collected from the deliverables is captured in infographics and dashboards uploaded to the JCC website, 
showcasing the work being done by SAFG-funded and DDC Augmentation Grant-funded collaborative justice 
courts. See here for an example. 

Judicial Council of California 
Tiana Osborne-Gauthier, Judicial Council Program Manager 

Center for Families, Children & the Courts (CFCC) 
Email:  tiana.osborne-gauthier@jud.ca.gov 

https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/SAFG_FY20_21_Infographic.pdf
mailto:tiana.osborne-gauthier@jud.ca.gov
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