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STAR Court 
 Funded by a grant from California Department of Corrections 

and Rehabilitation;  $300,000 / year for 3 years.  

 Dept. of Probation also granted $350,000 / year for 3 years. 

 

 Currently working with 90 girls, ages 12 – 18. 

 



Terminology 
 Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking (DMST) 

 Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children 
(CSEC) 

 Avoid “prostitution” because of profound 
negative connotations 

 Use “trafficker” instead of “pimp” 



Goals for today  
 To give you a sense of the dynamics of the sexual 

exploitation of juveniles in L.A. County 

 To help you to identify these kids in your 
neighborhood 

 To identify the challenges in working with them to 
create options for their futures 

 To provide suggestions about how you can get 
involved 



What is Human Trafficking? 
Three categories of trafficking: 
(1) Those under 18 involved in commercial sex acts 
(2) Those over 18 involved in commercial sex acts 

through force, fraud or coercion 
(3) Those forced to perform labor and/or services in 

conditions of involuntary servitude, peonage, 
debt bondage or slavery through force, fraud 
or coercion 

Not limited to foreign-born, adults or 
females 

 



Proposition 35 
Passed on 11/7/12 with over 80% of popular vote; 

 Increases penalties for human trafficker:  up to 
15-years-to-life, $1,000,000 in fines; 

 Requires sex offender registration; 

 Requires disclosure of internet providers and 
identities;  currently being challenged in court; 

 Prohibits use of evidence that victim engaged in 
sexual conduct; 

 Requires training for law enforcement. 



Side-effects of Prop. 35: 
• Prohibits the use of evidence that a victim of 

human trafficking   
• Engaged in a sex act 
• In any prosecution against her 

 
 
Unanswered Questions: 
• How do we define ‘victim of human trafficking’? 
• Who has the burden to show that she is a victim? 
• What evidence should be considered? 
• Does she have to testifying against her 

pimp/trafficker? 
 

Is this a good idea if it means that she cannot get 
services? 
 
 
 



Who are these 
girls?  



National Statistics  
 Average age of entry to sex industry is 12 – 14 

 No reliable estimates on how many girls are 
involved; 

 Why? 

 Tend to arrest girls selling sex on the street   

 Girls are taught to lie about their age when 
 arrested 

 Many are invisible 

 Considered a ‘victimless crime’ 

 



L.A. Statistics 
 Median age in STAR Court: 15 -16 years 

 Ethnic Background: 91% of youth in the STAR 
Court are African American or Latino. 

 Approximately 210 girls arrested annually in L.A. 
County for prostitution-related charges 

 Almost 40% of girls in STAR are on probation for 
non-prostitution charges 

 80% have had prior or current DCFS involvement 
 

 



84% 



Rachel Lloyd 

http://www.gems-girls.org/


Compound Risk Factors  
 Individual:  events in or characteristics of, an 

individual’s life (sexual abuse, abandonment) 

 

 Environmental: characteristics or pressures of a 
child’s neighborhood or community (foster care, 
poverty) 

 

 Social:  a foundation in our culture that makes 
CSEC possible;  ways that our society promotes of 
perpetuates sexual exploitation; (role of sex industry 
in our economy) 



Why do they chose “the 
life”?   

• Legally, we do not allow children to make choices 
about 

• Consenting to sex with older people 
• Voting 
• Entering into a contract 
• Marrying 
• Drinking 
• Driving with others in the car 

• What is the capacity of a child that has been 
abused and neglected to make a “choice”?   



“Choice” 
 Definition of Choice:  
 “To select from a number of possible alternatives; 

decide on and pick out” (American Heritage Dictionary) 
 

 In order for a choice to be a legitimate construct, 
you’ve got to believe that:  
 (a) you actually have possible alternatives; and 
 (b) you have the capacity to weigh these 

alternatives against one another and decide on 
the best avenue 

 
 

 



Studies of adult women in 
the sex industry indicate 
that 
 62% had been raped in prostitution 

 73% had been physically assaulted 

 72% were or are homeless 

 92% said they wanted to escape prostitution 
immediately 

 78% reported being raped an average of 16 
times/year by their pimps and 33 times/year by 
johns = once a week. 



The Face(s) of 
Exploitation 

One girl’s journey as reflected in her booking 
photos.  





And yet, they rarely self-report or self-identify 
 
 
 
 

In fact, they are trained to lie to avoid identification 

Why? 



Trauma Bonds 
Why doesn’t the victim just leave? 

 “Growing up with an alcoholic or drug-addicted parent sets 
the stage for caretaking and codependency patterns that 
are helpful in making girls feel responsible for taking care of 
their pimp. Violence in the home trains children to believe that 
abuse and aggression are normal expressions of love. 
Abandonment and neglect can create all types of 
attachment disorders that can be used to keep girls from ever 
leaving their exploiters. For girls who’ve had nonexistent, 
fractured, or downright abusive relationships with their fathers 
or father figures, its an easy draw.   (Lloyd, p. 57) 



Forming Trauma Bonds  
 Violence and threats of violence 

 Alternating violence with kindness 

 Isolation 

 Shame and stigma associated with prostitution, 
rape, losing virginity 

 Belief that if they are disloyal, exploiter will know 
and retaliate  



Indications of trauma bonds 
 Hyper-vigilant to exploiter’s needs 

 Tries to keep exploiter happy to decrease violence 

 Tries to get inside pimp’s/customer’s head 

 Sees world from exploiter’s perspective 

 May or may not have her own perspective 

 Sees outside authorities as “bad guys” 

 Sees pimp as “good guy”, protector, victim 

 Is grateful she has not been killed 

 

 



How they present to us 
 Refuses help 

 Runs away 

 Aggressive 

 Displays unclear or disjointed memories 

 Does not identify herself as a victim 

 Protects identity of pimp 



Who is exploiting 
them? 





Superhuman powers of charm . . .   
“Knowledge is power.  .  .  

When people tell you what 
they think and what makes 

them tick, it’s to your 
advantage to learn as much as 

you possibly can.  Ask them 
what their dreams are and 

really listen to their answers.  
Then you can use that 

information to make your 
dreams come true.” 

Pimpin’ Ken, pg. 78   



. . . psychological manipulation 
“Most hoes have low self-esteem for 

a reason. A pimp looks for that 
weakness, and if it isn’t on the 

surface, he brings that motherfucker 
out of them. It doesn’t matter to a 

pimp what hoes’ weaknesses are, so 
long as they have them. Then he 

uses those weaknesses to his 
advantage.” 

Pimpin’ Ken Ivy, pg. 22 



Seasoning techniques 
AKA “Grooming” 
 Beating/slapping/whipping 

 Burning of personal items and identification 

 Branding 

 Forced sexual education through pornography 

 Sexual assault:  individual and gang rape 

 



Pimp tactics 

29 

Methods of  
Coercion 

and Control 



Alienation 
 Emotional abuse 

 Confinement 

 Isolation; Removal from familiar places and 
people  

 Re-naming 

 Sense of competition 



Supply and Demand  
 Girls report “quotas” of 10 – 30 customers per 

night 

 Bring in $500 -$1500 per night 

 All money goes to pimp 

 Annual pimp’s “salary”:  assume 4 girls, average 
of $1000 per girl per night = $1,460,000 per year, 
tax free 

 Low risk 

 Protection of gangs, communities 





Recruitment Sites 
 Schools 

 Parks, playgrounds, 7-11’s 

 Hallways of courthouses 

 Foster and group homes 

 

 “Bottom Bitch” 



Pimp tactics 
“Dear Bottom 
…Jail is not a place for you.  
Way too much money out here. 
… I got this little female yellow 
under my wing now.  Whatever.  
She’s starting to get on my 
nerves.  I might let you beat her 
up when you get fresh out. 
...You need to be worrying 
about coming home to me. 
Remember when I took you out 
to eat.  We gone do that every 
weekend when you get home. I 
been getting clotes and shoes 
for you and everything. You my 
ride or die girl.  Remember 
that….”  
…LOVE, 
  



Working with 
CSEC victims 



Maslow’s Hierarchy of 
Needs, 1954 



Healing is a messy, 
complicated process…  
“ . . . that’s rarely linear.”  Rachel Lloyd 

 

• “Girls need intense amounts of support, love, and 
patience.” 

• “Without someone around to understand and explain 
that their feelings are a ‘normal reaction to an abnormal 
situation,  

• “without practical resources such as food, shelter, and 
clothing,  

• “without constant reassurance that leaving was the right 
thing to do and that it’s going to get better eventually,  

• “and without counseling or even psychiatric care for 
depression, PTSD, and the support of people who truly 
‘get’ it,  

• girls struggle, and the alternative seems more and more 
attractive every day.”   



Treatment Plans 
 Goal is to create a support system, family 

 Focus on strengths (academics?  creative outlets?) 

 Caretaker must be aware of CSEC, safety issues and potential 
recruiting 

 Therapist should be trained to address multiple traumas 

 May also need:  substance abuse counseling, parenting, medical 
treatment, educational advocacy 

 Appoint an advocate if testifying 

 Specific visitation and contact lists 

 Cell phones ??? 

 Enhance self-esteem ;  consider self-defense classes 



Placement Considerations 
 Excerpt from police report 7/19/13: 

“Officers investigation revealed that Def.___  was 15 
years old.  Officers contacted Def.’s mother who 
advised that she was far away, but would make 
arrangement for Def.’s cousin to picker her up from 
the station.  Def. was processed at Van Nuys Jail for 
647(b) and released to her cousin Canady, Curtis, 
driver license number F2551230. “  





Red Flags 
 What you should look for: 
 Lack of family 
 AWOL 
 AWOL with other girls 
 Older boyfriends 
 Live with female “cousins” or “aunties” who are in their 

teens or twenties 
 Tattoos on their face and neck  
 Someone’s initials? Name? 
 Ask them what their tattoos mean 
 Ask them who paid for the tattoo 

 Hair is done (despite recent AWOL) 
 Nails are done (despite recent AWOL) 
 

 



Tips 
 Be consistent 
 When they return from AWOL:  
 “Good to see you.”  
 “I’m glad to know you are safe.” 

 Listen 

 Encourage them to make decisions for themselves 

 Be non-judgmental 
 Do not let them shock you 

 Expect denials, inconsistent stories 

 Do not touch them without permission 



Testifying against her 
trafficker 
 There are often 5th amendment issues.  She needs 

representation in court. 

 There are often safety issues.  These need to be 
highlighted for the DA, bailiff, detectives, family members. 

 She needs support.  I recommend each girl be 
accompanied by a witness advocate. 

 She is likely to struggle (i.e. decompensate) following 
testimony.   Caretakers and therapists need to be 
prepared.  

 What if she refuses to testify? 

 Are there restitution issues?  





Healing…the youths’ words:  

“She [a cop] treated me like I was a real person.  
She even used to call me on weekends just to 
check on me and make sure I was doing 
good.” 

“The cop told my judge that I needed 
somewhere to go to be away from him [my 
pimp] instead of getting locked up.” 

“A [place] where I can be myself.  I don’t have 
to impress anybody.  I don’t have to act 
different in front of nobody because it’s like they 
don’t judge me on things that I do of things that 
I’ve done in the past.” 
 



Healing…the youths’ words:  
“The [youth program] have showed me 

what my talents are.  My favorite is poetry.” 
“It felt good that when I come in I could get 

a hug, something that I can get from my 
counselor that I can’t get from my own 
mother.” 
“He [the judge] acted mad interested in my 

life.  So now, even if I have a good court 
report I go anyway, just so he can see I’m 
doing good.” 
 

 







Want to get 
involved? 



10 minutes 

Share what you learned today 
 
Reach out to kids who are at risk 
 
Discuss with parents who may have kids at 
risk 
 
Ask, Look & Listen 



10 days 

Read a book:    
  Girls Like Us , Rachel Lloyd 
 
  Somebody’s Daughter, Julian Sher 
 
  Anybody’s Daughter, Pamuel Samuels Young 
 
  Runaway Girl, Carissa Phelps 











10 months 

 Set up a training at your university, school or church 
 
 Organize a giving campaign:  clothes, school 

supplies, hygiene products, gift cards 
 
 Help us to organize a mentoring program; or identify  

people willing to share their home with a transition-
aged youth [significant training and commitment 
needed]   

   



Questions or Ideas? 
 Contact me! 
 CJPratt@lasuperiorcourt.org 
 

mailto:CJPratt@lasuperiorcourt.org


COMMERCIALLY 
SEXUALLY EXPLOITED 
CHILDREN 

June 5, 2013 



STAR Court 
 Funded by a grant from California Department of Corrections 

and Rehabilitation;  $300,000 / year for 3 years.  

 Dept. of Probation also granted $350,000 / year for 3 years. 

 

 Currently working with 72 girls, ages 12 – 18. 

 Generally doing well, or are AWOL. 

 17 currently participating in the prosecutions of their traffickers. 



Terminology 
 Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking (DMST) 

 Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children 
(CSEC) 

 Avoid “prostitution” because of profound 
negative connotations 



Goals for today  
 To give you a sense of the dynamics of the sexual 

exploitation of juveniles in Southern California 

 To help you to identify these kids in your court 

 To provide you with some ROUGH ideas on 
working with them;  No best practices; 

 To identify a few major issues that need follow up 
if they occur in your cases 



Objectives for today   
 To understand the psychological and physical 

impact of trauma and exploitation on CSEC 
victims and, therefore, the challenges in exiting; 

 To become aware of the specific subcultures of 
CSEC including rules, norms and street 
terminology; 

 Develop knowledge of the trauma bonds 
between victims and perpetrators; 

 Apply an understanding of Stockholm Syndrome 
to behaviors common to CSEC victims. 



What is Human Trafficking? 
Three categories of trafficking: 
(1) Those under 18 involved in commercial sex acts 
(2) Those over 18 involved in commercial sex acts 

through force, fraud or coercion 
(3) Those forced to perform labor and/or services in 

conditions of involuntary servitude, peonage, 
debt bondage or slavery through force, fraud 
or coercion 

Not limited to foreign-born, adults or 
females 

 



Statistics 
 Median age of entry in U.S.: 12 – 14 years old 

 Ethnic Background: 92% of youth in the STAR 
Court are African American 

 Approximately 170 girls arrested annually in L.A. 
County 

 80% have had prior or current DCFS involvement 

 



84% 



Proposition 35 
Passed on 11/7/12 with over 80% of popular vote; 

 Increases penalties for human trafficker:  up to 
15-years-to-life, $1,000,000 in fines; 

 Requires sex offender registration; 

 Requires disclosure of internet providers and 
identities; 

 Prohibits use of evidence that victim engaged in 
sexual conduct; 

 Requires training for law enforcement. 



Proposition 35 
 “Evidence that a victim of human trafficking, as 

defined in PC 236.1, has engaged in any 
commercial sexual act as a result of being a 
victim of human trafficking is inadmissible to 
prove the victim’s criminal liability for any 
conduct related to that activity.” 

 PC 236.1(d):  “the totality of the circumstances, 
including the age of the victim, . . . Relationship 
with trafficker and . . . Any disability. . . shall be 
considered.” 



Proposition 35 
 How is the issue presented to the court? 

 Is a 402 motion necessary? 

 What evidence should be considered? 

 What if minor does not identify as a ‘victim of 
human trafficking’? 

 Does it apply to 647 and 653.22(a) charges? 



Who are these 
girls?  



Rachel Lloyd 

http://www.gems-girls.org/


Is it a victimless crime? 

“When we think about children who are sexually exploited in 
other countries, we acknowledge the socioeconomic 
dynamics that contribute to their exploitation – the impact of 
poverty, of war, of a sex industry. Yet in our country, the focus 
on individual pathologies fails to frame the issue 
appropriately.  

We ask questions such as, … 
 ‘Why doesn’t she just leave?’ and  
 ‘Why would someone want to turn all their money over to a pimp?’ 

… instead of asking,  
‘What is the impact of poverty on these children?’  
‘How do race and class factor into the equation?’  
‘Beyond their family backgrounds, what is the story of their 
neighborhoods, their communities, their cities?’” 

Rachel Lloyd, Girls Like Us, p. 34 

 



Compound Risk Factors  
 Individual:  events in or characteristics of, an 

individual’s life (sexual abuse, abandonment) 

 

 Environmental: characteristics or pressures of a 
child’s neighborhood or community (foster care, 
poverty) 

 

 Social:  a foundation in our culture that makes 
CSEC possible;  ways that our society promotes of 
perpetuates sexual exploitation; (role of sex industry 
in our economy) 



Supply and Demand  
 Girls report “quotas” of 10 – 30 customers per 

night 

 Bring in $500 -$1500 per night 

 All money goes to pimp 

 Annual pimp’s “salary”:  assume 4 girls, average 
of $1000 per girl per night = $1,460,000 per year, 
tax free 

 Low risk 

 Protection of gangs, communities 



“Choice” 
 Definition of Choice:  
 “To select from a number of possible alternatives; 

decide on and pick out” (American Heritage Dictionary) 
 

 In order for a choice to be a legitimate construct, 
you’ve got to believe that:  
 (a) you actually have possible alternatives; and 
 (b) you have the capacity to weigh these 

alternatives against one another and decide on 
the best avenue 

 
 

 



Why do they chose “the 
life”?   

• Legally, we do not allow children to make choices 
about 

• Consenting to sex with older people 
• Voting 
• Entering into a contract 
• Marrying 
• Drinking 
• Driving with others in the car 

• What is the capacity of a child that has been 
abused and neglected to make a “choice”?   





Studies of adult women in 
the sex industry indicate 
that 
 62% had been raped in prostitution 

 73% had been physically assaulted 

 72% were or are homeless 

 92% said they wanted to escape prostitution 
immediately 

 78% reported being raped an average of 16 
times/year by their pimps and 33 times/year by 
johns = once a week. 





And yet, they rarely self-report or self-identify 
 
 
 
 

In fact, they are trained to lie to avoid identification 

Why? 



Trauma Bonds 
Why doesn’t the victim just leave? 

 “Growing up with an alcoholic or drug-addicted parent sets 
the stage for caretaking and codependency patterns that 
are helpful in making girls feel responsible for taking care of 
their pimp. Violence in the home trains children to believe that 
abuse and aggression are normal expressions of love. 
Abandonment and neglect can create all types of 
attachment disorders that can be used to keep girls from ever 
leaving their exploiters. For girls who’ve had nonexistent, 
fractured, or downright abusive relationships with their fathers 
or father figures, its an easy draw. ‘My Daddy,’ girls say with 
pride as they talk about the man who controls them.” (Lloyd, 
p.57) 



Forming Trauma Bonds  
 Violence and threats of violence 

 Alternating violence with kindness 

 Isolation 

 Shame and stigma associated with prostitution, 
rape, losing virginity 

 Belief that if they are disloyal, exploiter will know 
and retaliate  



Indications of trauma bonds 
 Hyper-vigilant to exploiter’s needs 

 Tries to keep exploiter happy to decrease violence 

 Tries to get inside pimp’s/customer’s head 

 Sees world from exploiter’s perspective 

 May or may not have her own perspective 

 See outside authorities as “bad guys” 

 Sees pimp as “good guy”, protector, victim 

 Is grateful they have not been killed 

 

 



How they present to us 
 Refuses help 

 Runs away 

 Aggressive 

 Displays unclear or disjointed memories 

 Does not identify herself as a victim 

 Protects identity of pimp 



Who is exploiting 
them? 





Superhuman powers of charm . . .   
“Knowledge is power.  .  .  

When people tell you what 
they think and what makes 

them tick, it’s to your 
advantage to learn as much as 

you possibly can.  Ask them 
what their dreams are and 

really listen to their answers.  
Then you can use that 

information to make your 
dreams come true.” 

Pimpin’ Ken, pg. 78   



. . . psychological manipulation 
“Most hoes have low self-esteem for 

a reason. A pimp looks for that 
weakness, and if it isn’t on the 

surface, he brings that motherfucker 
out of them. It doesn’t matter to a 

pimp what hoes’ weaknesses are, so 
long as they have them. Then he 

uses those weaknesses to his 
advantage.” 

Pimpin’ Ken Ivy, pg. 22 



Seasoning techniques 
AKA “Grooming” 
 Beating/slapping/whipping 

 Burning of personal items and identification 

 Branding 

 Forced sexual education through pornography 

 Sexual assault:  individual and gang rape 

 



Alienation 
 Emotional abuse 

 Confinement 

 Isolation; Removal from familiar places and 
people  

 Re-naming 

 Sense of competition 



Psychopathy: a check list
  
 Glibness, superficial charms 

 Failure to accept responsibility 

 Grandiose sense of behavior 

 Promiscuous sexual behavior 

 Callous, lack of empathy 

 High need for stimulation 

 Shallow emotional affect, fake emotions 

 Manipulative 

 Parasitic lifestyle 

 Poor behavioral, impulse controls 

 Juvenile delinquency 





Recruitment Sites 
 Schools 

 Parks, playgrounds, 7-11’s 

 Hallways of courthouses 

 Foster and group homes 

 

 “Bottom Bitch” 



Pimp tactics 
“Dear Bottom 
…Jail is not a place for you.  
Way too much money out here. 
… I got this little female yellow 
under my wing now.  Whatever.  
She’s starting to get on my 
nerves.  I might let you beat her 
up when you get fresh out. 
...You need to be worrying 
about coming home to me. 
Remember when I took you out 
to eat.  We gone do that every 
weekend when you get home. I 
been getting clotes and shoes 
for you and everything. You my 
ride or die girl.  Remember 
that….”  
…LOVE, 
  



Working with 
CSEC victims 



Maslow’s Hierarchy of 
Needs, 1954 



Pimp tactics 

39 

Methods of  
Coercion 

and Control 



Healing…  
“Healing is a messy, complicated process that’s 
rarely linear.”  Rachel Lloyd 

 • “Girls need intense amounts of support, love, and 
patience.” 

• “Without someone around to understand and explain 
that their feelings are a ‘normal reaction to an abnormal 
situation,  

• “without practical resources such as food, shelter, and 
clothing,  

• “without constant reassurance that leaving was the right 
thing to do and that it’s going to get better eventually,  

• “and without counseling or even psychiatric care for 
depression, PTSD, and the support of people who truly 
‘get’ it,  

• girls struggle, and the alternative seems more and more 
attractive every day.”   



Alienation 
 Emotional abuse 

 Confinement 

 Isolation; Removal from familiar places and 
people  

 Re-naming 

 Sense of competition 



Placement Considerations 
 Locked vs. secure 

 Be clear on who family members are / SILP 

 Dual Supervision 300/602 

 Use of house arrest 

 Is the home or placement near the pimp or the 
track? 

 Open suitable placement:  minimizing AWOL’s 

 Effectiveness of placement is based upon who is 
there, not where it is 
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Out-of-County Placement 
Options 
Forest Ridge, Iowa  

 Both dependents and delinquents 

 IV-E eligible 

 Licensed, approved through ICPC 

 Not locked;  in the cornfields 

 106 beds 

 On-grounds school, sports 



www.yfrs.org 



Out-of-County Placement 
Options 
Forest Ridge, Iowa  

 Both dependents and delinquents 

 IV-E eligible 

 Licensed, approved through ICPC 

 Not locked;  in the cornfields 

 106 beds 

 On-grounds school, sports 



www.courageworldwide.org 



Courage House, Northern 
California 
 Faith – based 

 Dependents and Delinquents 

 Licensed, IV-E eligible 

 6 bed 

 On-grounds school 

 Not locked, remote 

 Very focused on safety; no interaction with 
community 

 



Treatment Plans 
 Goal is to create a support system, family 

 Focus on strengths (academics?  creative outlets?) 

 Caretaker must be aware of CSEC, safety issues and potential 
recruiting 

 Therapist should be trained to address multiple traumas 

 May also need:  substance abuse counseling, parenting, medical 
treatment, educational advocacy 

 Appoint an advocate if testifying 

 Specific visitation and contact lists 

 No cell phones 

 Enhance self-esteem ;  consider self-defense classes 



Red Flags 
 What you should look for: 
 Lack of family 
 AWOL 
 AWOL with other girls 
 Older boyfriends 
 Live with female “cousins” or “aunties” who are in their 

teens or twenties 
 Tattoos on their face and neck  
 Someone’s initials? Name? 
 Ask them what their tattoos mean 
 Ask them who paid for the tattoo 

 Hair is done (despite recent AWOL) 
 Nails are done (despite recent AWOL) 
 

 



Tips 
 Be consistent 
 When they return from AWOL:  
 “Good to see you.”  
 “I’m glad to know you are safe.” 

 Listen 

 Encourage them to make decisions for themselves 

 Be non-judgmental 
 Do not let them shock you 

 Expect denials, inconsistent stories 

 Do not touch them without permission 



Tattoo removal 
 Homeboy Industries (homeboy-industries.org) 

 Hollywood / Sunset Free Clinic  (hsfreeclinic.org) 

 EPCAT USA [End Child Prostitution Pornography 
and Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes] 
(epcatusa.org):  will pay local doctor for tattoo 
removal services; 



If your minor is testifying 
against her trafficker: 
 There are often 5th amendment issues.  She needs 

representation in court. 

 There are often safety issues.  These need to be 
highlighted for the DA, bailiff, detectives, family members. 

 She needs support.  I recommend each girl be 
accompanied by a witness advocate. 

 She is likely to struggle (i.e. decompensate) following 
testimony.   Caretakers and therapists need to be 
prepared.  

 What if she refuses to testify? 

 Are there restitution issues?  



Healing…the youths’ words:  

“She [a cop] treated me like I was a real person.  
She even used to call me on weekends just to 
check on me and make sure I was doing 
good.” 

“The cop told my judge that I needed 
somewhere to go to be away from him [my 
pimp] instead of getting locked up.” 

“A [place] where I can be myself.  I don’t have 
to impress anybody.  I don’t have to act 
different in front of nobody because it’s like they 
don’t judge me on things that I do of things that 
I’ve done in the past.” 
 



Healing…the youths’ words:  
“The [youth program] have showed me 

what my talents are.  My favorite is poetry.” 
“It felt good that when I come in I could get 

a hug, something that I can get from my 
counselor that I can’t get from my own 
mother.” 
“He [the judge] acted mad interested in my 

life.  So now, even if I have a good court 
report I go anyway, just so he can see I’m 
doing good.” 
 

 







Questions or Ideas? 
 Contact me! 
 CJPratt@lasuperiorcourt.org 
 (323) 586-6051 

mailto:CJPratt@lasuperiorcourt.org

	justicecorppp
	Commercially Sexually Exploited Children
	STAR Court
	Terminology
	Goals for today	
	What is Human Trafficking?
	Proposition 35
	Slide Number 7
	Who are these girls? 
	National Statistics	
	L.A. Statistics
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Compound Risk Factors	
	Why do they chose “the life”? 
	“Choice”
	Studies of adult women in the sex industry indicate that
	The Face(s) of Exploitation
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Trauma Bonds�Why doesn’t the victim just leave?
	Forming Trauma Bonds	
	Indications of trauma bonds
	How they present to us
	Who is exploiting them?
	Slide Number 25
	Superhuman powers of charm . . .  
	. . . psychological manipulation
	Seasoning techniques�AKA “Grooming”
	Pimp tactics
	Alienation
	Supply and Demand	
	Slide Number 32
	Recruitment Sites
	Pimp tactics
	Working with CSEC victims
	Slide Number 36
	Healing is a messy, complicated process… 
	Treatment Plans
	Placement Considerations
	Slide Number 40
	Red Flags
	Tips
	Testifying against her trafficker
	Slide Number 44
	Healing…the youths’ words: 
	Healing…the youths’ words: 
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Want to get involved?
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Questions or Ideas?

	ppsbctytraining
	Commercially Sexually Exploited Children
	STAR Court
	Terminology
	Goals for today	
	Objectives for today		
	What is Human Trafficking?
	Statistics
	Slide Number 8
	Proposition 35
	Proposition 35
	Proposition 35
	Who are these girls? 
	Slide Number 13
	Is it a victimless crime?
	Compound Risk Factors	
	Supply and Demand	
	“Choice”
	Why do they chose “the life”? 
	Slide Number 19
	Studies of adult women in the sex industry indicate that
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Trauma Bonds�Why doesn’t the victim just leave?
	Forming Trauma Bonds	
	Indications of trauma bonds
	How they present to us
	Who is exploiting them?
	Slide Number 28
	Superhuman powers of charm . . .  
	. . . psychological manipulation
	Seasoning techniques�AKA “Grooming”
	Alienation
	Psychopathy: a check list	
	Slide Number 34
	Recruitment Sites
	Pimp tactics
	Working with CSEC victims
	Slide Number 38
	Pimp tactics
	Healing… 
	Alienation
	Placement Considerations
	Slide Number 43
	Out-of-County Placement Options
	www.yfrs.org
	Out-of-County Placement Options
	www.courageworldwide.org
	Courage House, Northern California
	Treatment Plans
	Red Flags
	Tips
	Tattoo removal
	If your minor is testifying against her trafficker:
	Healing…the youths’ words: 
	Healing…the youths’ words: 
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Questions or Ideas?


