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Constitution Day brings history to life
By SAMANTHA SCHAEFER

Sarah Murray, 17, a senior at Rosary
High, asks a question to better understand the defense on a particular case in a mock Supreme
Court hearing on Friday at Saddleback College.

PHOTOS: ANA P. GUTIERREZ, FOR THE REGISTER
http://www.ocregister.com/news/county-317540-students-constitution.html

MISSION VIEJO Sarah Murray, 17, donned long, black judge’s robes for the first time Friday,
joining a panel of six state judges to hear the case of Clarence Earl Gideon, whose 1963
landmark trial guaranteed a defendant’s constitutional right to counsel in criminal cases.

In the mock Supreme Court hearing, Murray and fellow jurists quizzed prosecutors and defense
attorneys as a way to teach nearly 500 Orange County high school students during Constitution
Day activities held at Saddleback College.

“I love the law. Putting on that robe was a dream come true,” said Murray, a Rosary High School
senior who wants to be a defense lawyer.

The mock trial was just one of several activities held by the county’s Constitutional Rights
Foundation during its fifth annual Constitution Day conference at the Mission Viejo college. A
2004 law requires schools that receive federal funding to educate students on the nation’s
founding document.

This year’s theme was defense of unpopular cases. The program included the Gideon hearing, a
speech by the nation’s second president, John Adams, and interactive workshops to teach
students how the Constitution is part of their lives, said Alan Crivaro, chairman of the
foundation’s Constitution Day Committee. Other programs included a session on bullying,
California’s first female defense attorney and an essay writing workshop.

The judges panel included five Orange County Superior Court judges and Associate Justice
Kathleen O’Leary of California’s fourth appellate district.

O’Leary said the event helped to bring the Constitution to life.
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“It breathes life into all those dry concepts they learn in the classroom,” she said.

That’s important, said Ed Leonard, president of the Orange County Chapter of the American
Board of Trial Advocates.

“We have to get these kids to love the Constitution. They’re one year away from being jurors;
they’re one year away from being voters. It’s not just a document you learn in school,” Leonard
said.

Sandra Robbie, a Chapman University staff member, spoke about the 1947 Mendez v.
Westminster case, in which it was ruled that segregation of five families into “Mexican schools”
in Orange County was unconstitutional. The case was cited by the Supreme Court in its 1954
desegregation decision, Brown v. Board of Education.

Robbie, who won an Emmy for a documentary on the Mendez case, said she wanted students to
know that change can happen anywhere and that Orange County families helped move the nation
away from segregation.

Noemi Ruiz, a junior at Century High School, said segregation still seems to be an issue in
Orange County, but appears to be largely socioeconomic

She said she enjoyed seeing students from across the county come together, but wished there was
more time for discussion so the students could exchange ideas.

Jake Cleaveland, a senior at Pacifica High School, said he enjoyed seeing how the Supreme
Court worked during the mock trial because he hears a lot about the courts, but not often about a
trial’s discourse or how things actually run.

“It’s incredible that we have a system that protects our rights,” Murray said. “But there are still a
lot of problems, and that’s why | want to get involved.”

Peter Small, a historical
impressionist dressed as
President John Adams,
speaks to Orange County
high school students
during the annual
Constitution Day
Conference at Saddleback
College in Mission Viejo
on Friday morning.

Peter Small, a historical
impressionist dressed as President John Adams, speaks to Orange County high school students
during the annual Constitution Day Conference at Saddleback College in Mission Viejo on
Friday morning.
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What are kids learning on Constitution Day?

By SCOTT MARTINDALE

Hundreds of thousands of students all across Orange County are learning about the relevance and
role of the U.S. Constitution this week — or at least that’s what supporters hope will happen.

On Friday, all U.S. schools that receive federal funding are required by law to “hold an
educational program pertaining to the United States Constitution” to commemorate Constitution
Day, an annual event marking the anniversary of the document’s signing.

With little accountability or centralization, though, some students don’t appear to be getting that
education.

“My daughter didn’t get anything last year,” said parent Dave Morzella of Huntington Beach, a
Constitution Day advocate who has a sophomore at Huntington Beach High School. "I think the
majority of teachers will attempt to do a good job based on what material they access. But it’s
hard to do a good job teaching the spirit of the Constitution if the teacher doesn’t know it
themselves.”

Morzella, who organized a 12-week seminar class on the Constitution in Huntington Beach over
the summer, says he and other parents have been reaching out to local school districts to make
sure they’ve got lesson plans in the works.

“For those that we got through to, they were all aware it exists and are doing something in some
form or another,” said Morzella, an auto equipment sales manager.

All public schools have been required to teach the Constitution since 2004, when Congress
passed the law. (Constitution Day is officially Sept. 17, but since it falls on a Saturday this year,
it is being observed Friday.)

On Friday, about 500 high school students in Orange County will be part of perhaps the biggest,
most comprehensive Constitution Day lesson in the county.

The students — from eight public and private high schools — are gathering at Saddleback College
in Mission Viejo to discuss and debate constitutional issues at a series of seminars.

The students, mostly juniors and seniors enrolled in government and civics classes, also will
watch a live reenactment of a U.S. Supreme Court hearing — Gideon v. Wainwright, which raised
key constitutional issues.

The Supreme Court panel will include three students from Rosary High School in Fullerton —
Sarah Murray, Katherine Loughran and Morgan Sielski — who will serve alongside six judges
from state and federal courts.

Gideon v. Wainwright is a landmark 1963 Supreme Court case about whether criminal
defendants in non-federal cases are entitled to the protections of the Sixth Amendment of the
U.S. Constitution. The Sixth Amendment guarantees a defendant the right to legal counsel,
regardless of ability to pay.
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“The students will be actually meeting people who work with the Constitution,” said Wendy
Townsend, program director for the Constitutional Rights Foundation of Orange County, which
is hosting the event. “It’s really different than being in a regular classroom.”

All high schools in Orange County were invited to attend, Townsend said. The following sent an
RSVP: Loara High in Anaheim, Rosary High, Pacifica High and Rancho Alamitos High in
Garden Grove, La Habra High, New Vista in Laguna Hills, and Century High and Saddleback
High in Santa Ana.

Contact the writer: 949-454-7394 or smartindale@ocregister.com

http://www.ocregister.com/common/printer/view.php?db=ocreqister&id=317394



mailto:smartindale@ocregister.com�
http://www.ocregister.com/common/printer/view.php?db=ocregister&id=317394�

r':i .\

DRANGE CDUNTY

Consl]tutl onal I{l (s Foundatl oI,
Oranoe Couniy

o 11 ehraf ] Yedrs

ot ‘._\.._ d

g S ey : L5 ey ST 2
WWW. uchar org:-' N:OFFI |A”’r‘ CATION: &Y BA{R-ASSOCIAT?IONvNUV,EIVI,B_ERQI]]j_"\IUL53-‘N,0_.:1_1__
e TSl et 21 A S | " S

-

(2

s4

=




_ 4 |
b . ® ‘
W “Contrary to what you may have
OBl been taught, America is not—and

has never been—a democracy,”
declared Darren Aitken, Esq. (of
Aitken, Aitken & Cobn), speaking
to a crowd of high school students.
Across the audience, brows

Jurrowed with curiosity as their
attention was seized, “We are a

Constitutional Republic,”
clarified Mr. Aitken, who thereafter
explained the safeguards of a
“republic” (which provides
representation to minority

| interests), versus the dangers of
“democracy”—uwbhere whatever the
magority wants, wins.

hat was one of many eye-opening
lessons absorbed by 500 high school stu-
dents who attended Constitution Day fes-
tivities on September 16th, at Saddleback
College (which generously donated its facili-
ties). Participating high schools included La
Habra, Loara, New Vista, Pacifica, Rosary,

| Rancho Alamitos, Century, and Saddleback.
For the 5th year, this event has been pro-
* duced by the Orange County Constitutional
| Rights Foundation (“CRF”), run by Wendy
Townsend—Director, and administered by its
devoted volunteers and Committee Members,
which put on an array of events and workshops
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for the students. The CRF even paid for the stu-
dents’ round-trip bus transportation (without
such financial help, no schools would have been
able to participate, due to budget cuts).

Constitution Day celebrates the signing of
the U.S. Constitution on September 17th, 1787,
and all the rights and liberties secured to citizens
from our society’s cornerstone document.
Historically known as “Citizenship Day,” in 2004
it became better known as “Constitution Day,”
and federally mandated for all schools that
receive federal funding,

The power of the CRF is that it connects stu-
dents with top, legal minds who have long-term,
deeply-rooted constitutional experience, passion,
and historical knowledge—Ilawyers, judges, and
constitutional scholars—as opposed to leaving
Constitution Day in the hands of able but not usu-
ally legally trained high school teachers.

Some high school students today might
wonder, What does the Constitution bave to do
with me? Wasn’t that just for stuff going on
hundreds of years ago? But The CRF and its vol-
unteers know that the Constitution is just as rele-
vant today as it was in 1787. Technologies and
new societal challenges do not change the basic,
fundamental concerns of the Constitution:

Freedom. Freedom from tyranny and an oppres-
sive government. Freedom from unjust persecu-
tion. Freedom to practice your religion (or lack
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Perbaps our youth
cares more than we
give them credit for;
they hunger for
information and
simply need to be
well informed.

J))

thereof), pursue your dreams, love, marry, have
children, invent and create, keep the fruits of
one’s labors, befriend whom you will, speak

your mind, read books of your choosing, own
land and property, have hobbies and engage in
business. To secure your “inalienable” rights
and be protected from unreasonable govern-
ment intrusion. Satellites, video games, nuclear
weapons, “test tube” babies, airplanes, food with
a three-year shelf-life, and iPhones, do not
change those fundamental concerns one iota.
Sadly, however, the Constitution is under
increasing assault from those who claim it is a
“living, breathing document” that keeps mor-
phing with the times (essentially arguing that it
doesn’t actually mean what it says), or those
who decry it as being “outdated” and “no longer
relevant.” In recent decades, in fact, it has
become all the rage to bash the Constitution as
the product of “dead, old, racist, white men,”
says Dr. Walter E. Williams (Economics
Professor at George Mason University, and
author of More Liberty Means Less
Government: Our Founders Knew this Well).
Think of the deeply-disturbing Zime mag-
azine cover story of July 4th, 2011, depicting the
Constitution as being paper-shredded, with the
headline, “Does it Still Matter?” Well, it only
matters to those who actually understand that
the Constitution is the only thing standing

Jonathan M. Levitan, Esq
Attorney at Law
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between one’s “Life, Liberty
and the Pursuit of Happiness”
and having those blessings
torched by the tyrannical hand
of government, or from foreign
interests gobbling up our
nation’s sovereignty by subject-
ing us to international “laws”
that trump our own.

As Patrick Henry stated,
“The Constitution is not an
instrument for the government
to restrain the people, it is an
instrument for the people to ¥
restrain the government.” Qur |
youth need to understand this
critical distinction.

The CRF reminds our
youth of how the Constitution
was born out of necessity in a life- ordeath
struggle for freedom, and aimed at unifying a
country under a promise of securing basic
human rights and a fair shot at open-ended
prosperity. The CRF hopes to inspire the youth to
want to protect their Constitution and advocate
for it— and not sit back idly as it is chipped
away into oblivion.

Stepping off the arriving buses, the stu-
dents were greeted at Saddleback College by a
throng of Colonial-clad constitutional enthusi-
asts from the Daughters of the American
Revolution (led by Joyce Van Schaak,
Constitution Day Committee member). They
were then escorted into the gymnasium in
orderly lines and into bleacher seats, by a
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S8  sharply-dressed Colonial soldier,

&1 sword dangling at his side.

b Alan Crivaro, Esq. (of the
0.C. Public Defender’s Office,
and Chair of CRF’s Constitution
Day Committee), opened the
festivities, followed by greetings
from Saddleback College
President, Tod Burnett.

In a beautiful moment of
solidarity, the diverse crowd of
students stood, hand-to-heart, to
recite our nation’s Pledge of

Allegiance.
Then, to the audience’s
delight, America’s second

President, John Adams, saun-
tered out to give the keynote
address. Adams was brought to
hfe by impressionist Peter Small, whose impas-
sioned, impromptu-style speech exuded the
grace and dignity of what one would imagine in
a Founding Father.

Adams’ speech was also laced with the wry
sense of humor often exemplified in his many
letters written to his beloved wife, Abigail (her-
self an influential “Founder”). For example, on
the Declaration of Independence: “The second
day of July, 1776,” Adams opined, “will be the
most memorable epoch in the history of
America. I am apt to believe that it will be cele--
brated by succeeding generations as the great
anniversary festival. It ought to be commemo-
rated as the day of deliverance, by solemn acts of
devotion to God Almighty. It ought to be solem-
nized with pomp and parade, with shows,
games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illumi-
nations, from one end of this continent to the
other, from this time forward forever more.”

Adams then paused, and stated to the
crowd, “Well, I was off by a couple of days,” to
which the students chuckled. He then poked fun
at his friend, Benjamin Franklin, for spending
too much time with the “French ladies.”

Adams also highlighted his defense of the
eight, British “Red Coat” soldiers on trial for
murder after the “Boston Massacre” of 1770.
Taking on the unpopular cause of defending
British soldiers was potentially perilous (for his
career, and perhaps even his life), but it ulti-
mately gained Adams respect and set a precious
precedent—equality for all in the eyes of the
law. Adams recalled that it was “one of the best
pieces of service I ever rendered my country.

ORANGE COUNTY LAWYER



Judgment of death against
those soldiers would have
been as foul a stain upon this
country as the executions of
the Quakers or witches.”

With Adams’ example
as the historical backdrop,
“defending unpopular caus-
es” was the theme of this
year’s event.

Accordingly, the next
event was a Supreme Court
re-enactment of Gideon v.
Wainwright. Students were
palpably excited to witness
the nine “Justices of the U.S.
Supreme Court” stride into
the gym, their black robes
flowing. The “Supreme
Court” was comprised of California Appeals
Court Justice (Hon. Kathleen O’Leary, 4th
District), three lucky students from Rosary High
School in Fullerton (Sarah Murray, Katherine
“Kit” Loughran, Morgan Sielski), and five
Superior Court of California Judges (Hon.
Thierry P. Colaw, Hon. Robert C. Gannon, Hon.
John Fynn, III, Hon. Linda L. Miller, Hon.

OFFICES STATEWIDE:
Los Angeles (4 offices)
Sacramento (2 offices)
San Francisco/Bay Area
Inland Empire
Fresno
lrvine/Orange County
San Diego

Randall] Sherman)

The landmark, 1963 Gideon case con-
firmed the constitutional guarantee of providing
free counsel to defendants in criminal trials. The
case was debated by John Eastman, Esq. (one of
the nation’s foremost constitutional scholars,
and former Dean of Chapman law school), and
Ron Steiner, Esq. (Constitutional Law Professor
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at Chapman law). Students com-
mented how exciting it was to
hear opposing arguments, and
watch how the Justices interrupted
the attorneys to ask probing ques-
tions.

After hearty applause for the
Gideon case, students broke into
groups for various workshops:
eStanford Professor Barbara
Babcock, author of Woman
Lawyer, recounted the story of
Clara Foltz—the first woman
admitted to practice law in
California, and the inventor of the
Public Defender’s Office.
eThe American Board of Trial
Advocates (“ABOTA”) and CRF
sponsored an essay contest which

will provide scholarships (awards of §$2,500,

$2,000, and $1,500—winners to be announced
before Thanksgiving). Presented by Ed Leonard,
Esq. (ABOTA President); Eric Traut, Esq. (Traut
Firm); Mark Poliquin, Esq. (Poliquin &
DeGrave); and Nancy Zeltzer, Esq. (Lewis
Brisbois Bisgaar and Smith).

eEmmy Award winning filmmaker Sandra
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Robie (Chapman University) discussed the 1947
landmark case of Mendez v. Westminster, pre-
cursor to the famous Brown v. Board of
Education desegregation case. Mendez held

| that the segregation of Mexican students (then
: common) was unconstitutional.
«“Black & White and Color,” where film clips

from Amistad, A Time to Kill, and 12 Angry
Men were used to display racial biases and pres-
sures in the jury system (presented by Darren
Aitken and Michael Baroni).

*How bullying within the judicial system is used
to damage the defense efforts of unpopular
causes, and how countering it with civility is the
antidote, presented by Ed Leonard, Christopher
Wesierski, Esq. (Wesierski and Zurek), and
Michael Maguire, Esq. (Michael Maguire &
Assoc.).

By noon, the high schoolers needed to give
their brains a rest, having absorbed more potent
constitutional education than many had ever
before received. And they had also worked up a
hearty appetite. So as they flooded outside,
chicken sandwich grab-bags were distributed,
courtesy of Chick-fil-A. While relaxing outside,
they were treated to additional snacks and water,
and entertained by the Saddleback College
men’s choir.

A Boomers! banner decorated the scene,
and students were given coupons to go play with
go-karts, batting cages, mini-golf, and arcade
games.

Each student also received a pocket-copy of
the United Stated Constitution.

Thanks to the superlative speakers and
impassioned efforts of the CRE Constitution Day
was a powerful wake-up-call to our Orange
County youth. Many students stated how they
wanted to “learn more” or “do something” to
protect our Constitution. The words “I didn’t
know—" or “I never heard that—" permeated
student conversations during lunch.

Their enthusiasm was encouraging.
Perhaps our youth cares more than we give
them credit for; they hunger for information
and simply need to be well informed. They cer-
tainly can’t be expected to fight for something
that they don’t understand, or that they mis-
understand.

Benjamin Franklin summed up the need
for citizens to fiercely fight for their liberties and

| rights, and not give it up lightly: “They that can

give up essential liberty to purchase a little tem-

| porary safety, deserve neither Liberty nor safety.”

ORANGE COUNTY LAWYER



Unfortunately, sometimes citizens do not |

comprehend that they are relinquishing their
own constitutional rights and protections in the

name of asking the government to “protect” or |

“help” them. That's where the CRF comes in—
exposing our youth to deeper understandings of
the Constitution, and the ramifications of losing
its protections, so that they will appreciate it and
want to protect it.

James Madison said, “We base all our exper-

iments on the capacity of mankind for self-gov- |

ernment.” That of course requires constant vigi-
lance and education of our citizenry, beginning
with our youth, which is why the CRF’s mission is
so vital.

Finally, the immortal wisdom of Daniel | |
Webster: “Hold on, my friends, to the |

Constitution and to the Republic for which it
stands . . . Hold on to the Constitution, for if the
American Constitution should fail, there will be
anarchy throughout the world.”

Special thanks to: The CRF (Wendy
Townsend—Director, and Beth Swift—
Assistant); The CRF’s Constitution Day

Committee, Chaired by Alan Crivaro; Saddleback |
College; Daughters of the American Revolution; |

Laurel Hungerford Photography; The many sup-
porters of Constitution Day, including generous
donations from the Orange County Bar
Association’s Charitable Fund (Diamond spon-
sor); Palace Entertainment dba Boomers!; and
the Cotton Family Foundation (Platinum spon-
sors); the Federal Bar Association; Irell &
Manella; Rutan & Tucker; Snell & Wilmer, Aitken
Aitken & Cohn (Gold sponsors); and gifts from

ABOTA; the Orange County Department of |

Education; the Superior Court of California
(County of Orange).

Entertainment. He is an OCBA Board member,
Founder & Chair of the Entertainment, Sports
& Marketing Law section, and a volunteer with
various Committees of the Constitutional
Rights Foundation. He can be contacted at
mbaroni@palaceentertainment.com. The
views expressed herein are the author’s, and do
not necessarily reflect those of the Orange
County Bar Association, the Orange County

Lawyer, The Constitutional Rights Foundation, |

nor their respective staffs. Opposing viewpoints
are always welcome.
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