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California Courts and Judges

Continuances

Asked to comment on Judge Nakata’s policy on granting
continuances, one attorney said, “I would say he’s reluc-
tant. He expects you to show up, be on time and be ready,
or to have good cause for why you want some sort of contin-
uance.” Another interviewee said, “Yes, he can be reluctant.
He is a demanding judge, but that’s okay. When you know
what you're doing, he will respect you. But he moves things
along. You have to have a pretty good reason about why
you're going to be continuing something, usually.” A third
attorney had a role in a complicated case in Judge Nakata’s
court that involved multiple lawyers, some with conflicts,
and a reversal on appeal. “There were some continuances in
that case. But my experience with him was that there had
to be some really good basis for it,” the attorney said.

Settlement

One interviewee with experience in settlement discus-
sions with Judge Nakata said, “I think he’s helpful in get-
ting settlements. Because he is such a take charge person,
he can be extremely effective in settlement negotiations.”
The attorney who handled a death penalty case in Judge
Nakata’s court said, “That case never could have gotten
resolved. But I have no doubt that he would engage in that
kind of give and take in other cases.”

Proclivities

Judge Nakata doesn't discriminate when it comes to met-
ing out abuse, one interviewee asserted. “He is a free wheel-
er. He would be demeaning to anybody, whether they had
been a lawyer for five years or 25 years. But Judge Nakata is
equally demanding of both the prosecution and the defense
in cases, and he can be fair,” said the interviewee, summing
up a complaint about his surly disposition voiced by several
other attorneys. Another interviewee said, “The only good
thing I can say about it is that he is an evenhanded bully.
He beats up on the DA as much as he does on the defense,
but he really should back off. That's unnecessary and
unpleasant. I wish he would overcome this concept he has
that you have to be an ogre with the samurai sword in order
to be a judge. He is a quality guy. He doesn’t need to do that.
He could be a patient, gentlemanly person on the bench,
friendly and smiling. I don’t know why he feels the need to
be a bully,” said the attorney, who went on to say that “there
is good and bad about him. He is a bright enough guy, a
scholarly guy. He will read the law. If you cite a case, he will
look at it. He is hard working, he is efficient, and he can be
extremely pleasant, if he wants to. But usually he doesn’t.”
Other interviewees confirmed that he is evenhanded. “Even
though he was essentially a career prosecutor, I don’t think
he’s necessarily pro-prosecution,” said a deputy public
defender, who also commented on his punctuality. “He is
one of the few that is on the bench right at 8:30, or actu-
ally 8:29, and he expects you to be there.” A deputy district
attorney said, “He definitely runs his courtroom with what I
would say is an iron fist. With all of the other judges, if you
have cases in other courts, you can just check in with the
bailiff and tell him where you will be. With Judge Nakata,
you have to be in his courtroom when he calls the calen-
dar.” Knowing that, the prosecutor would check in with the
bailiffs in the other courts and wait in Nakata’s court. “The
other courts would call his bailiff and they would ask for his
permission for me to leave, and it was never a problem,” said
the prosecutor, who added, “If you treat him with respect, he
treats you with respect.” The defense attorney who praised
his performance in a death penalty trial was one of the few
interviewees with no complaints. “In the courtroom; le was
decisive and learned. I think he enjoys good lawyers. 1 would
go back in front of him anytime,” the attorney said. Another
interviewee added, “I know that he’s well respected among
the judges. I don’t know what that tells you, except that he’s
considered to be one of theirs.” As for his prickly demeanor,
the attorney added, “Smiles are optional, I have found with
some of these guys.”

Summ

Judge Nakata is a stern and demanding judge who has
very particular rules that he expects lawyers to follow. He

was a career prosecutor, but is as tough on prosecutors as
on defense attorneys. Those who step out of line, whichever
side of the case they are on, will feel his wrath. Those who
toe his line will likely do fine in his court. Some interviewees
said he is a petty bully, but all agreed that he is very smart
and competent, and an efficient, effective trial judge. (10J)
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