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Civil and Small Claims Advisory Committee 
Annual Agenda1—2019-2020 

Approved by RUPRO: October 28, 2019                         
 
 

I. COMMITTEE INFORMATION 
 

Chair: Hon. Ann I. Jones, Judge, Superior Court of Los Angeles County 

Lead Staff: Anne M. Ronan, Attorney, Legal Services 

Committee’s Charge/Membership: 
Under rule 10.41 of the California Rules of Court, the Civil and Small Claims Advisory Committee (C&SCAC) is charged with making 
recommendations to the Judicial Council for improving the administration of justice in civil and small claims proceedings.  
C&SCAC currently has 27 voting members and 2 advisory members. The attached term of services chart provides the composition of the 
committee. 

Subcommittees/Working Groups2:  
 Alternative Dispute Resolution Subcommittee 
 Legislative Subcommittee 
 Protective Orders Subcommittee (also works with the Joint Protective Order Working Group, led by Family & Juvenile Adv. Committee) 
 Rules and Forms Subcommittee (formerly Small Claims and Limited Case Subcommittee)3 
 Policy Recommendations Subcommittee (formerly Unlimited Case and Complex Litigation Subcommittee) 
 Joint Ad Hoc CEQA Fee Subcommittee  
 Joint Ad Hoc Video Remote Appearances Subcommittee 
  Jameson v. Desta Subcommittee (new; to work on proposals arising from the holding in Jameson v. Desta, including consideration of 

feasibility of proposals to require courts to provide court reporters in all civil hearings in which any party has received a fee waiver).  

                                                 
1 The annual agenda outlines the work a committee will focus on in the coming year and identifies areas of collaboration with other advisory bodies and the 
Judicial Council staff resources. 
2 California Rules of Court, rule 10.30 (c) allows an advisory body to form subgroups, composed entirely of current members of the advisory body, to carry out 
the body's duties, subject to available resources, with the approval of its oversight committee. 
3 For this year, C&SCAC is continuing with its temporary reorganization of two of its five standing subcommittees, to allow one to continue to focus on the 
implementation of the Future Commission recommendations, and the other to continue the ongoing work of moving forward with rules, forms, and best practices 
for small claims, limited, and unlimited civil courts. 
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II. COMMITTEE PROJECTS 
 

# New or One-Time Projects4  
1. Implementation of New Law re Court Reporters  

 
Priority 1(b)5   

Strategic Plan Goals III and IV6 

Project Summary:  
1.  Jameson v. Desta: Develop or revise forms to assist indigent parties to request court reporter or electronic recording at civil proceedings 
under the holding of Jameson v. Desta, and consider input from commenters that further rules or legislation are needed to appropriately 
implement that decision, including investigating potential costs and feasibility of proposals to provide court reporters or electronic 
recording for all civil proceedings involving an indigent party. 
 
2. Assembly Bill 2664 (2018): This bill amended Government Code section 68086, which mandates that the council adopt rules on court 
reporting services in civil cases. (See CA Rules of Court, rule 2.956).  Assembly Bill 2664 added a new provision to be included in the 
rules, clarifying that, when court reporters are not available, courts are, upon the request of a party, to appoint a pro tem court reporter to be 
present in the court, unless there is good cause to refuse the appointment.   
 
Status/Timeline: Anticipate having amended rules and new or revised forms ready to circulate in Spring 2020, with a January 2021 
effective date; further recommendations will be made as soon as possible, and within next two years. 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff, Center for Families & the Courts (CFCC), IT staff, Governmental Affairs; staff will consult 
with the court executives through Court Executives Advisory Committee and possibly surveys to gather information from trial courts. 
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: All draft proposals will circulate to seek public comments from legal service organizations, bar groups, 
and court executives and presiding judges throughout the state. 
 

                                                 
4 All proposed projects for the year must be included on the Annual Agenda. If a project implements policy or is a program, identify it as implementation or a 
program in the project description and attach the Judicial Council authorization/assignment or prior approved Annual Agenda to this Annual Agenda.  
5 For non-rules and forms projects, select priority level 1 (must be done) or 2 (should be done). For rules and forms proposals, select one of the following priority 
levels: 1(a) Urgently needed to conform to the law; 1(b) Urgently needed to respond to a recent change in the law; 1(c) Adoption or amendment of rules or forms 
by a specified date required by statute or council decision; 1(d) Provides significant cost savings and efficiencies, generates significant revenue, or avoids a 
significant loss of revenue; 1(e) Urgently needed to remedy a problem that is causing significant cost or inconvenience to the courts or the public; 1(f) Otherwise 
urgent and necessary, such as a proposal that would mitigate exposure to immediate or severe financial or legal risk; 2(a) Useful, but not necessary, to implement 
statutory changes; 2(b) Helpful in otherwise advancing Judicial Council goals and objectives 
6 Indicate which goal number of The Strategic Plan for California’s Judicial Branch the project most closely aligns. 
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# New or One-Time Projects4  
AC Collaboration: Trial Court Presiding Judges Advisory Committee and Court Executives Advisory Committee; Family and Juvenile 
Advisory Committee and Probate and Mental Health Advisory Committee. 
 

2. Video Remote Appearances in Civil Proceedings  
 

Priority 1 (at direction of Chief 
Justice) See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goals III and IV 
(See footnote 6) 

Project Summary: Work with Information Technology Advisory Committee (ITAC) and other advisory committees to develop legislative 
and rule proposals to further the recommendations of the Commission on the Future of California’s Court System (Futures Commission) 
relating to video remote appearances by parties, counsel, and witnesses for most noncriminal court proceedings (pursuant to directive to ITAC 
from the Chief Justice). 
 
Status/Timeline: Anticipate that legislative proposal would go to the council in November 2020, and to Legislature in 2021, with rule 
proposals to be developed concurrently.  
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff, ITAC staff, CFCC, Governmental Affairs  
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: All draft proposals will circulate to seek comments from legal services groups, bar organizations, and 
court executives and presiding judges throughout the state. 
 
AC Collaboration: potentially Information Technology Advisory Committee, Family and Juvenile Advisory Committee, Probate and 
Mental Health Advisory Committee  

3. Gun Violence Restraining Orders  
 

Priority 1(a) See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goal III See footnote 6 

Project Summary: Three recently enacted bills amend the statutes relating to gun violence restraining orders (GVRO), and so require 
revision to GVRO forms if they are enacted.  Assembly Bill 12 changes the duration of a GVRO, among other things. Assembly Bill 61 
adds two new categories of parties who may seek GVROs, coworkers and employees of a school that the person with the guns recently 
attended.  Assembly Bill 1493 authorizes the respondent to a petition for a GVRO to voluntarily relinquish the right to own or possess 
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# New or One-Time Projects4  
firearms, and become subject to a GVRO, by filing a form with the court. The GVRO forms must be amended to reflect the changes in the 
statutes.  At the same time, the committee will consider expanding the item on the GVRO form EPO-002 that asks for the gender of the 
restrained party. 
 
Status/Timeline: The statutes have September 1, 2020 operative dates. Anticipate that forms will be ready to circulate in Winter cycle with 
September 1, 2020 effective date. 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff, CFCC, Governmental Affairs 
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: Department of Justice. All draft proposals will circulate to seek comments from legal services groups, bar 
organizations, and court executives and presiding judges throughout the state. 
 
AC Collaboration: potentially Joint Protective Order Working Group  

4. Pseudonymous Parties in Civil Cases Priority 1(a) See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goals III and IV  
See footnote 6 

Project Summary Assembly Bill 800 allows active participants in the Safe at Home address-confidentiality program to participate in civil 
proceedings, as plaintiffs or defendants, under a pseudonym and provides other protections when that person is a party to the proceedings.  
Current forms will be revised or new forms or rules developed as appropriate to implement this bill.  
 
Status/Timeline The statute provides until January 2021 for the council to adopt or revise forms as appropriate to implement the statute. 
However, because the new law will go into effect January 1, 2020, and requires that the party filing under a pseudonym file a “confidential 
information form” with the court, the committee’s goal is to develop such a form to be circulated in the winter comment cycle with a July 
2020 effective date. Any further forms or rules appropriate to implement the new statute will be considered following review of comments 
received, with the goal of circulating any further forms or rules appropriate in the spring cycle, with a January 2021 effective date. 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff, CFCC, Governmental Affairs  
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: All draft proposals will circulate to seek comments from legal services groups, bar organizations, and 
court executives and presiding judges throughout the state. The statute also provides for potential cooperation with Secretary of State, whose 
office oversees the Safe at Home program 
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# New or One-Time Projects4  
AC Collaboration: Family and Juvenile Advisory Committee; Probate and Mental Health Advisory Committee  
 

5. Exemptions to Enforcement of Money Judgments Priority 1(a) See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goal III See footnote 6 

Project Summary Senate Bill 616 expands and revises certain exemptions available to judgement debtors and the process under which 
they may claim exemptions.  Current forms will be revised, or new forms or rules developed as appropriate to implement this bill.  
 
Status/Timeline The statute has a September 1, 2020 operative date. Anticipate forms will be ready to circulate in Winter Cycle with 
September 1, 2020 effective date. 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff, Governmental Affairs  
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: All draft proposals will circulate to seek comments from legal services groups, bar organizations, and 
court executives and presiding judges throughout the state.  
 
AC Collaboration:  N/A 

6. Unlawful Detainers: New Legislation Priority 1(a) See footnote 5  

Strategic Plan Goal III See footnote 6 

Project Summary: Assembly Bill 1482 (Tenant Protection Act of 2019), with certain exceptions, prohibits an owner of residential real 
property from terminating without just cause the lease of a tenant who has occupied the property for at least 12 months. In addition, 
Assembly Bill 1188 provides new rights for tenants providing shelter for persons at risk for homeless and adds a number of protections for 
both the landlord and tenant, including the ability for the tenant to remove the person at risk of homelessness on short notice. Current 
forms will be revised, or new forms or rules developed as appropriate to implement these bills. 
 
Status/Timeline: The statute has January 1, 2020 operative date. Current pleading forms can be made to work with the new law, so 
anticipate revised forms will be ready to circulate in Winter Cycle with September 1, 2020 effective date. 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff  
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: All draft proposals will circulate to seek comments from legal services groups, bar organizations, and 
court executives and presiding judges throughout the state.  
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# New or One-Time Projects4  
 
AC Collaboration: N/A 

7. Protective Orders: Confidential Information Regarding Minors Priority 1(a) See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goals III and IV  
See footnote 6 

Project Summary: Assembly Bill 925 expands the circumstances in which it is permissible to disclose a minor’s confidential information 
relating to certain protective orders. Work with POWG (under lead of Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee) to revise forms 
relating to domestic violence and civil protective orders as appropriate to implement this bill. Some additional revisions to make the forms 
more user-friendly may be made at the same time.  
 
Status/Timeline: The statute has September 1, 2020 operative date. Anticipate forms will be ready to circulate in Winter cycle with 
September 1, 2020 effective date. 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff, CFCC  
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: California Department of Justice. All draft proposals will circulate to seek comments from legal services 
groups, bar organizations, and court executives and presiding judges throughout the state. 
 
AC Collaboration: Joint Protective Order Working Group, Family and Juvenile Advisory Committee 
 

8. Protective Orders: Elder and Dependent Adults Priority 1(a) See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goal III See footnote 6 

Project Summary: Assembly Bill 1396 provides that when issuing a protective order after notice and hearing to prohibit certain types of 
abuse against an elder or dependent adult, the court may also issue an order requiring the restrained party to participate in counseling or 
anger management courses. The bill provides that the council is to revise or adopt forms to implements this new provision if appropriate. 
 
Status/Timeline: The statute provides that the council has until January 1, 2021 to adopt or revise forms. Anticipate forms will be ready to 
circulate in Spring cycle, with January 2021 effective date. 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff, CFCC  
 



 

7 

# New or One-Time Projects4  
Internal/External Stakeholders: California Department of Justice.  All draft proposals will circulate to seek comments from legal services 
groups, bar organizations, and court executives and presiding judges throughout the state. 
 
AC Collaboration: N/A 

9. Protective Orders: Access to CCPOR Priority 1 See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goal III See footnote 6 

Project Summary: Work with Protective Orders Working Group (POWG) (under lead of Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee) 
to examine the need for statewide guidance and policies on access to the California Courts Protective Order Registry (CCPOR)  
 
Status/Timeline: Ongoing  
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff, CFCC, IT staff  
 
Internal/External Stakeholders:  All draft proposals will circulate to seek comments from legal services groups, bar organizations, and 
court executives and presiding judges throughout the state. 
 
AC Collaboration: Joint Protective Order Working Group, Family and Juvenile Advisory Committee, Criminal Law Advisory Committee, 
Information Technology Advisory Committee 

10. CEQA Rules Priority 1(a) See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goal III See footnote 6 

Project Summary Assembly Bills 1826, 734, and 987 add new projects to those for which expedited procedures under Rules of Court, rule 
3.2200 et seq. apply in the trial court and in the appellate court for challenges made under CEQA.  The pertinent trial court and appellate 
court rules must be amended as appropriate to include the new projects. 
 
Status/Timeline The committee will recommend circulation on a short special cycle and council adoption at a meeting in early 2020, with 
an immediate effective date. 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff, Governmental Affairs  
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: All draft proposals will circulate to seek comments from legal services groups, bar organizations, and 
court executives and presiding judges throughout the state. 



 

8 

# New or One-Time Projects4  
 
AC Collaboration: Appellate Advisory Committee 

11. Telephonic Appearance Rule   Priority 1(b) See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goal III See footnote 6 

Project Summary: Rule 3.670 includes references to a time frame ending at close of business as that term is defined in Rule 2.250(b)(10). 
Because that definition was deleted from rule 2.250 in recent amendments, rule 3.670 must be amended to define the time frame in some 
other way. 
 
Status/Timeline: Anticipate rule revision will be ready to circulate in Spring cycle, with January 1, 2021 effective date.  
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff  
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: All draft proposals will circulate to seek comments from legal services groups, bar organizations, and 
court executives and presiding judges throughout the state. 
 
AC Collaboration: N/A 

12. Protective Orders: Redesign of Forms for Self-Represented Litigants Priority 2b See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goals III and IV 
 See footnote 6 

Project Summary: Work with Protective Order Working Group (under lead of Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee) to revise the 
protective order forms used in domestic violence and civil cases to ensure they are written in language that is comprehensible to non-
attorneys, while maintaining legal accuracy (forms to be consistent across DV and civil restraining order form groups).  
 
At the same time, the committee will consider expanding or deleting any items asking for gender on forms CH-100, CH-110, CH-130, EA-
100, EA-110, and EA-130.  The same considerations will be provided to items on forms GV-100, GV-110, GV-130; SV-100, SV-110, SV-
130; and WV-100, WV-110, WV-130 when they are revised the following year. 
 
Status/Timeline: Goal is to revise first set of forms (DV, CH, and EA petitions, responses, orders, and information sheets) in the coming 
year, having them ready to circulate in the Spring cycle with an effective date of January 2021.  Revisions to the parallel GV, SV, and WV 
forms expected to be completed the following year (with goal of effective date of January 2022). Other forms in each set to be revised in 
the future as time and resources allow. 



 

9 

# New or One-Time Projects4  
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff, CFCC  
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: California Department of Justice.  All draft proposals will circulate to seek comments from legal services 
groups, bar organizations, and court executives and presiding judges throughout the state. 
 
AC Collaboration: Joint Protective Order Working Group, Family and Juvenile Advisory Committee 

13. Protective Orders: Continuance of Hearings on Requests to Renew                                                  
 

Priority 2(b) See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goals III and IV 
 See footnote 6 

Project Summary: Work with Protective Order Working Group (under lead of Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee) to revise the 
forms used in domestic violence and civil cases to request and order continuances of hearings in proceedings to renew or termination of 
protective orders (the CH-700 form series and the parallel forms in the DV, EA, GV, SV, and WV form series). 
 
Status/Timeline: Goal is to circulate forms in either Spring 2020 or Spring 2021, as resources permit. 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff, CFCC  
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: California Department of Justice. All draft proposals will circulate to seek comments from legal services 
groups, bar organizations, and court executives and presiding judges throughout the state. 
 
AC Collaboration: Joint Protective Order Working Group, Family and Juvenile Advisory Committee 

14. Protective Orders: Civil Harassment Forms 
 

Priority 2(b) See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goal III and IV 
 See footnote 6 

Project Summary: Consider proposal made to Judicial Council (by commenter at a council meeting) regarding Civil Harassment (CH) 
forms, to add an item regarding temporary judges, describe the standard of review for ordering removal of firearms, and address other 
issues relating to firearms on these forms. 
 
Status/Timeline: Committee to consider proposal in early 2020.  If revisions recommended, it is anticipated the revisions would be 
included as part of the revisions in format planned to circulate for comment in Spring 2020. 
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# New or One-Time Projects4  
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff. 
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: Department of Justice. All draft proposals will circulate to seek comments from legal services groups, bar 
organizations, and court executives and presiding judges throughout the state. 
 
AC Collaboration:  N/A 

15. Retention of Jurisdiction Following Settlement and Dismissal Priority 2(b) See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goal III See footnote 6 

Project Summary: Consider proposal from judge in Superior Court of Los Angeles to revise Request for Dismissal (form CIV-110) in light 
of recent decision in Mesa RHF Partners LP v. City of Los Angeles, 33 Cal.App.5th 913 (2019), to add an item to that form for a request 
that the court retain jurisdiction following stipulated judgment pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure, section 664.6  
 
Status/Timeline: Anticipate January 1, 2022 if committee decides to proceed. 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff 
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: All draft proposals will circulate to seek comments from legal services groups, bar organizations, and 
court executives and presiding judges throughout the state. 
 
AC Collaboration: N/A 

16. Minor’s Compromise forms Priority 2(b) See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goal III See footnote 6 

Project Summary: Work with Probate and Mental Health Advisory Committee to revise the Judicial Council forms adopted for use in 
proceedings to approve compromise of a claim on behalf of a minor or person with a disability or withdrawal of funds from a blocked 
account.  The revisions will include consideration of expanding or deleting the question on forms MC-350 and MC-350EX seeking the 
gender of the minor or dependent claimant. 
 
Status/Timeline: Anticipate January 1, 2021 effective date.  
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources:  Committee staff, CFCC  
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# New or One-Time Projects4  
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: All draft proposals will circulate to seek comments from legal services groups, bar organizations, and 
court executives and presiding judges throughout the state. 
 
AC Collaboration: Probate and Mental Health Advisory Committee 
 

17. Revision of Judicial Council Forms with a Gender Identity Question or Term Priority 2(b) See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goals III and IV  
See footnote 6 

Project Summary: In addition to the forms specifically identified elsewhere in this Annual Agenda, in which gendered items will be 
revised along with the other planned revisions, the forms within this committee’s purview that include a gendered term or gender identity 
question are primarily in the Name Change form set.  Most of those forms have already been revised to include “nonbinary” along with 
male or female as a choice for gender identity.  Three forms in that set, NC-110, NC-110G, and NC-510G, will be revised in the future, as 
revisions to the form set are needed due to legislative changes. 
 
One additional form within the committee’s purview, Jury Questionnaire for Civil Cases (form JURY-001), includes a question as to the 
sex of the children of the potential jury member.  That form is used frequently, and can be easily revised if appropriate.  There are no 
translated versions. 
 
Status/Timeline: Anticipate spring circulation for comment and January 1, 2021 effective date for any revisions the committee determines 
appropriate to form JURY-001; expect the NC forms will be changed the following year (when further legislation regarding name and 
gender changes is expected), with a January 1, 2022 effective date. 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources:  Committee staff  
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: All draft proposals will circulate to seek comments from legal services groups, bar organizations, and 
court executives and presiding judges throughout the state. 
 
AC Collaboration: N/A 
 



 

 

# Ongoing Projects and Activities  

18. New Civil Tiers and Streamlined Litigation  
 

Priority 1 [at direction of Chief 
Justice] See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goal III See footnote 6 

Project Summary Assess and develop recommendations to further the “civil tiers” proposal in Report of the Commission on Future of 
California’s Court System (Futures Commission) for:  
 Advancing a legislative proposal for increasing the maximum jurisdictional dollar amounts for limited civil cases to $50,000 and developing 

an intermediate civil case tier 
 Developing streamlined methods for litigating and managing all types of civil cases, including  

o Legislative proposal for including unlawful detainer proceedings within the procedures for limited civil cases, including mandatory 
expedited jury trials  

o Legislative proposal revising discovery statutes to make discovery proportional to amount at issue (based on civil case tiers), require 
mandatory early disclosures, and limit number of expert witnesses 

o Amended case management rules and statutes, and amended forms to implement same 
o Legislative proposal to allow partial summary judgments in unlimited cases 
o Legislative proposal, rules, and best practices relating to remote access in certain civil proceedings 
o Increased ADR in all case levels, including, potentially, online ADR for small claims cases 
 

 Per direction from Chief Justice: Work with various bar groups and legal aid providers to ensure the fairness and equity of any proposals and 
work with trial court leadership to ensure the courts’ ability to implement such changes.  

 Also during the 2018-2019 committee year, the committee developed a proposal for amending the current rules on case management 
conferences, which will go into effect in January 2019, and began consideration of online ADR in small claims court, which project is 
continuing (see next item).  

 
Resources/Partners  
JCC Staff Resources: Committee staff; Office of Court Research (for assistance court statistics issues); Information Technology Advisory 
Committee staff; Governmental Affairs staff 
 
Status/Timeline Project underway.   
 During the 2017-2018 committee year, the committee developed legislative proposals concerning limited civil case jurisdiction and 

unlawful detainers (which was circulated for public comment in Spring 2018) and concerning changes to civil discovery based on new 
civil tiers (which was circulated in fall 2018).  During the 2018-2019 year, following review of the comments received on the proposals, 
the committee concluded that, in light of the strong opposition from bar and legal service organizations, the committee decided not to 
continue with those proposals at this time.   
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# Ongoing Projects and Activities  

 The committee began working on alternative ways to further the recommendations, and has now focused on the concept of a pilot 
project, based on voluntary participation of the parties, which is one of the projects the committee intends to work on in the 2019-2020 
committee year. 

 Also during the 2018-2019 committee year, the committee developed a proposal for amending the current rules on case management 
conferences, which will go into effect in January 2019, and began consideration of online ADR in small claims court, which project is 
continuing (see next item).  

 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff; Office of Court Research (for assistance court statistics issues); Information Technology 
Advisory Committee staff; Governmental Affairs  
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: Stakeholders, including Trial Court Presiding Judges Advisory Committee; Court Executives Advisory 
Committee, plaintiff and defense bar, insurance industry representatives, in-house counsel and business groups, and legal aid organizations; 
organizations using online ADR; National Center for State Courts staff.  All draft proposals will circulate to seek comments from legal 
services groups, bar organizations, and court executives and presiding judges throughout the state. 
 
AC Collaboration: Information Technology Advisory Committee, Committee on Providing Access and Fairness 
 
 

19. Online ADR in Small Claims Courts  
 

Priority 1 [at direction of Chief Justice] 
See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goals III and IV  
See footnote 6 

Project Summary In light of the recommendation in the report of the Futures Commission section on streamlining civil litigation, review 
and evaluate current programs using online ADR programs in small claims court. Originally intended to be done in conjunction with ITAC 
workstream, which is currently deferred.  
 
Status/Timeline ongoing 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff; ITAC staff; Leadership Support Services staff. 
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: All draft proposals will circulate to seek comments from legal services groups, bar organizations, and 
court executives and presiding judges throughout the state. 
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# Ongoing Projects and Activities  

AC Collaboration: Information Technology Advisory Committee 

20. Civil Subject Matter Resource for Futures Commission Recommendations  Priority 1 See footnote 5 
[at direction of Chief Justice] 

Strategic Plan Goal III See footnote 6 

Project Summary Provide consultation and review of civil and small claims procedural matters as requested, to other advisory committees 
working on implementation of recommendations of the Futures Committee, per direction of Chief Justice in May 2017 letter. The 
committee will undertake tasks as requested. 
 
Status/Timeline as needed 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff. 
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: N/A 
 
AC Collaboration: Traffic Futures Working Group; Information Technology Advisory Committee, Advisory Committee on Providing 
Access and Fairness  

21. Review Suggestions Priority 1 See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goal III and IV  
See footnote 6 

Project Summary As mandated by rule 10.21(c), review suggestions from members of the judicial branch and the public for improving 
civil practice and procedure, court-connected ADR, and case management and recommend actions by the council or one of its committees.   
 
Status/Timeline Ongoing 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff 
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: N/A 
 
AC Collaboration: as appropriate based on proposal received. 
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# Ongoing Projects and Activities  

22. Review of Pending Legislation Priority 1 See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goals II and III  
See footnote 6 

Project Summary Review pending legislation on civil procedure and court administration and make recommendations to the council's 
Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee, as required by Rule 10.34(a)(3)  
 
Status/Timeline Ongoing 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff, Governmental Affairs  
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: Legislature 
 
AC Collaboration: N/A 

23. Review of Enacted Legislation Priority 1 See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goals II and III  
See footnote 6 

Project Summary Review all enacted legislation referred to the committee by the Judicial Council’s Governmental Affairs office that may 
have an impact on issues within the advisory committee’s purview and, where appropriate, propose to the council rules and forms to 
implement the legislation or to bring rules and forms into conformity with it. 
 
Status/Timeline Ongoing 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff; Governmental Affairs  
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: N/A 
 
AC Collaboration: as appropriate for specific legislation. 
  



 

16 

24. Provide Subject Matter Expertise Priority 1 See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goal III See footnote 6 

Project Summary Serve as subject matter resource for other advisory groups to avoid duplication of efforts and contribute to the 
development of recommendations for council action.  Such efforts may include providing civil and small claims procedural expertise and 
review to working groups, advisory committees, and subcommittees as needed 
 
Status/Timeline Ongoing 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff  
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: N/A 
 
AC Collaboration: as appropriate for project on which advice or consultation requested. 

25. Update Deskbook on the Management of Complex Civil Litigation Priority 2 See footnote 5 

 Strategic Plan Goal III See footnote 6 

Project Summary Implementation project; charge for work was made to CSCAC by the council at October 22, 1999 meeting in which the 
council received the report of the Complex Civil Litigation Task Force and voted to adopt the Task Force’s recommendations (see 
authorization attached; item 3 from the minutes of Judicial Council meeting in October 1999, beginning at page 17). 
 
Status/Timeline Ongoing; no substantial revisions expected this coming year. 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff 
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: N/A 
 
AC Collaboration: N/A 
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26. Rules Modernization Project                                                                                                                  Priority 2(a) See footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goal III See footnote 6 

Project Summary Assist Information Technology Advisory Committee (ITAC) it its Rules Modernization Project, a collaborative multi-
year effort to comprehensively review and modernize statutes and rules so that they will be consistent with and foster modern e-business 
practices. 
 
Status/Timeline Ongoing 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff; IT staff  
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: N/A 
 
AC Collaboration: Information Technology Advisory Committee  

27. Rules and Forms: Miscellaneous Technical Changes                                                                           Priority 2(a) see footnote 5 

Strategic Plan Goal III See footnote 6 

Project Summary: Develop rule and form changes as necessary to correct technical errors meeting the criteria of rule 10.22(d)(2); “a 
nonsubstantive technical change or correction or a minor substantive change that is unlikely to create controversy….”. 
 
Status/Timeline Ongoing 
 
Fiscal Impact/Resources: Committee staff  
 
Internal/External Stakeholders: N/A 
 
AC Collaboration: N/A 



 

 

III. LIST OF 2018-2019 PROJECT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
Highlights and achievements of projects that were included in the 2017 Annual Agenda 

 
# Project Highlights and Achievements  
1. Name Change and Gender Change Forms. Revised and developed forms to reflect recently enacted legislative amendments that (1) 

added new requirements for issuance and service of orders to show cause, and judicial findings, in certain name change and gender 
change proceedings initiated by parents or guardians, (2) added a new category of petitioners (those seeking to avoid human trafficking) 
to those who may seek confidential name changes. (Adopted forms NC-510G and NC-530G; revised forms NC-100-INFO, NC-121, 
NC-125/NC-225, NC-400, NC-400 INFO, NC-420, NC-500, NC-500-INFO, and NC-520, effective January 1, 2019 (adopted prior to 
circulation for comment).) 

2. Fee Waiver re Court Reporters and Interpreters Amended rules and forms to reflect holding in Jameson v. Desta that court reporter 
must be made available in civil action when party has a fee waiver.  The rules had previously provided court discretion in this area; now 
mandatory.  Also clarifies that having a fee waiver is not relevant to the provision of a court interpreter. Interpreters (Amended Cal. 
Rules of Court, rules 2.956 and 3.55 and revise many fee waiver forms effective September 1, 2019) 
 
Committee will continue to consider this topic in the coming rule cycle, as directed by the council. 

3. Unlawful Detainer. Revised the UD answer form to add a new affirmative defense and revised the UD Summons to reflect new law that 
holidays and weekends not counted in the 5 days to answer form and. (Revised forms UD-105 and SUM-130 effective September 1, 
2019). 

4. Order on Unlawful Use of Personal Identifying Information. Created a new form for courts to use in issuing an order certifying that an 
individual’s personal identifying information was used unlawfully in a business entity filing.  Mandatory form, per statute. (Adopted 
form CIV-165, effective September 1, 2019.) 

5. GVRO Forms to Facilitate SB 1200. Revised current forms and developed new ones to facilitate court’s implementation of amendments 
to the GVRO statutes requiring court to set hearing within 21 days of issuance of Emergency Protective Order.  (Revised forms EPO-
002, GV-800, and GV-800 INFO, and adopt forms GV-009, GV-020, GV-020-INFO, and GV-030 effective September 2019)   

6. Case Management Rules.   Made the “emergency” exceptions to the CMC rules permanent, implementing recommendation of the 
Futures Commission, to provide courts the flexibility to exclude case types from CMC hearings. (Amended rule 3.720(b), effective 
January 1, 2020.) 

7. Mediation Confidentiality Disclosures Under SB 954. Developed a new form that meets the requirements of the disclosure that attorneys 
are now required to give all clients prior to mediation. (Approved form ADR-200, effective January 1, 2020). 

8. Separate Statements for Discovery Motions Amended a rule to implement a new law that permits judicial officers to waive the 
requirement of a separate statement in discovery motions and instead request a brief outline of the discovery in dispute. (Amended rule 
3.1345 effective January 1, 2020.) 
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# Project Highlights and Achievements  
9. Information about Court Interpreters on Small Claims Forms The information about court interpreters on the small claims forms was 

revised to comply with the recent legislation that eliminated the special provisions allowing parties to regularly use friends and family 
for interpreting in small claims hearings.  (Revised forms SC-100 and SC-100 INFO, effective January 1, 2020.) 

10. Protective Orders: Revisions to Continuance Forms [joint recommendation with Family and Juvenile Advisory Committee] Revised 
forms requesting and ordering continuances of hearings following TROs to (1) clarify for the parties and law enforcement what service 
is required, (2) reorganize the information to make the forms easier for self-represented parties to follow, and (3) make it easier for 
courts to continue hearings after Gun Violence EPOs when appropriate.  (Revised forms CH-115, CH-116, DV-115, DV-116, EA-115, 
EA-116, GV-115, GV-116, SV-115, SV-116 WV-115, and WV-116 effective January 1, 2020). 

11. Protective Orders: New INFO Form on Protecting Minor’s Information [joint with Family and Juvenile Advisory Committee] (approve 
forms CH-160-INFO and DV-160-INFO) Developed an information sheet to help parties better understand the process put into place in 
2019 authorizing courts to keep confidential certain information about minors included on petitions for TROs and protective orders. 

12. Judicial Council Sponsored Legislation: Temporary Emergency Gun Violence Restraining Orders.  Proposed amendments to the GVRO 
statutes, providing that law enforcement, after serving a Gun Violence Emergency Protective Order, must file a copy with the court 
within 3 court days.  This is an effort to ensure the court has sufficient time to set and notice the hearing that must be held with 21 days 
after the EPO is issued. (Proposed legislation going to the council in November 2019.) 
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Minutes of Judicial Council meeting in October 1999, item 3 (authorization for implementation item, no. 25) 


