
 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF CALIFORNIA 

455 Golden Gate Avenue . San Francisco, California 94102-3688 

www.courts.ca.gov 
 

 

R E P O R T  T O  T H E  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  
For business meeting on: December 15, 2016 

 
Title 

Judicial Branch Administration: Unpaid 
Sabbatical Request for Hon. Gregory Alarcon 
 
Rules, Forms, Standards, or Statutes Affected 

N/A 
 
Recommended by 

Executive and Planning Committee 
Hon. Douglas P. Miller, Chair 
Hon. Marla O. Anderson, Vice-Chair 

 Agenda Item Type 

Action Required 
 
Effective Date 

February 1, 2017 
 
Date of Report 

December 5, 2016 
 
Contact 

Evelyn Ramos, 415-865-4296 
evelyn.ramos@jud.ca.gov  

 

Executive Summary 

The Executive and Planning Committee (E&P) recommends approval of an unpaid sabbatical 
leave for Judge Gregory Alarcon of the Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles, for 
the period of February 1, 2017, to May 31, 2017 (see attachment 5). Judge Alarcon received a 
Fulbright Scholar Award to teach two law school classes, Trial in History from Solomon to the 
Present and Trial Practice, at the University of Turku in Turku, Finland.  As an adjunct 
professor at Pepperdine University of Law for 26 years and a frequent lecturer with the courts, 
his participation in this program would enhance his teaching abilities in judicial subjects for the 
courts in California. 

Recommendation 

The Executive and Planning Committee recommends that the Judicial Council approve an unpaid 
sabbatical leave for the period February 1, 2017, to May 31, 2017, for Judge Gregory Alarcon. 
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Previous Council Action 

Rule 10.502, of the California Rules of Court, provides for a Judicial Sabbatical Pilot Program, 
including eligibility criteria, application procedures, and evaluation standards.  However, only a 
few requests for judicial sabbatical leaves have been submitted to the Judicial Council since the 
rule became effective January 1, 2003.  As a consequence, the Judicial Sabbatical Review 
Committee, introduced in that rule, was never formed and the very few judicial sabbatical 
requests have instead been brought to the Judicial Council’s Executive and Planning Committee, 
for its recommendation to the Judicial Council.  
 
Government Code section 68554 authorizes the Judicial Council to grant a leave of absence for a 
period not to exceed one year: 
 
“for the purpose of permitting study which will benefit the administration of justice and the 
individual’s performance of judicial duties, upon a finding that the absence will not work to the 
detriment of the court.  During a study leave, the judge shall receive no compensation, nor shall 
the period of absence count as service toward retirement, but the time of leave shall not toll the 
term of office.” 
 
Based on our records, the last two judicial sabbatical requests submitted to the Judicial Council 
were in 2009 and 2010.  Both of these requests were reviewed and recommended by the 
Executive and Planning Committee and approved by the Judicial Council. 

Rationale for Recommendation 

Judge Alarcon received a Fulbright Scholar Award to teach two law school classes, Trial in 
History from Solomon to the Present and Trial Practice, at the University of Turku in Turku, 
Finland (see attachments 6 and 7).  The Fulbright Program provides grants to undertake graduate 
study, advanced research, university lecturing, and classroom teaching.  The program is one of 
the most prestigious scholarships in the world.  
 
Judge Alarcon’s involvement will increase understanding of the United States justice system 
abroad and help promote an understanding of American constitutionalism and its current legal 
consciousness (see attachment 1).  Most importantly, the experience he gains through this 
experience will benefit his law students at Pepperdine University and further increase his skillset 
as an instructor of judicial subjects for the courts in California. 

Comments, Alternatives Considered, and Policy Implications  

The presiding judge of Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles, Hon. Carolyn B. 
Kuhl, approves Judge Alarcon’s request for sabbatical from February 1, 2017 to May 31, 2017 
(see attachment 8).  Presiding Judge Kuhl agrees with Judge Alarcon on the benefits of this 
judicial sabbatical requests and states that the absence will not be detrimental to the court. 
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Implementation Requirements, Costs, and Operational Impacts  

Judge Alarcon will not draw salary during his sabbatical and the Superior Court of California, 
County of Los Angeles will administer and reassign the cases that would otherwise be assigned 
to Judge Alarcon. 
 
Judge Alarcon’s cases will be reassigned to a retired judge assigned under the auspices of the 
Assigned Judges Program (AJP) by the Chief Justice pursuant to article VI, section 6 of the 
California Constitution. The cost to the AJP to provide a retired assigned judge for the requested 
period will be approximately $150,000, which will come from the AJP’s budget.  

Attachments  

1. Narrative submission from Judge Gregory Alarcon to the Fulbright Center 
2. Notice of selection from the Fulbright Center to Judge Gregory Alarcon, dated December 17, 

2015 
3. Frequently Asked Questions about the Fulbright Specialist Roster 
4. Notice of Fulbright Scholar Grant awarded to Judge Gregory Alarcon, dated February 2, 

2016 
5. Request from Judge Gregory Alarcon to Martin Hoshino, dated November 10, 2016 
6. Course Description: Trials in History from Solomon to the Present 
7. Course Description: Trial Practice 
8. Letter from Presiding Judge Carolyn B. Kuhl, Superior Court of California, County of Los 

Angeles to Martin Hoshino, dated November 28, 2016 



Attachment 1: Narrative submission from Judge Gregory Alarcon to the 
Fulbright Center











Attachment 2: Notice of selection from the Fulbright Center to Judge 
Gregory Alarcon, dated December 17, 2015



Attachment 3: Frequently Asked Questions about the Fulbright Specialist Roster





Attachment 4: Notice of Fulbright Scholar Grant awarded to Judge Gregory Alarcon, dated December 17, 
2015





Attachment 5: Request from Judget Gregory Alarcon to Martin Hoshino, dated November 10, 2016





Attachment 6: Course Discription: Trials in History from Solomon to Present



Attachment 7: Course Description: Trial Practice





Attachment 8: Letter from Presiding Judge Carolyn B. Kuhl, Superior Court of California, County of 
Los Angeles to Martin Hoshino, dated November 28, 2016




