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Executive Summary
In the 2010 Judiciary Budget Trailer Bill, Senate Bill 857, the Legislature enacted fee increases
and fund transfers for the courts and also added a new section 68106 to the Government Code.1
The latter directs (1) trial courts to notify the public and the Judicial Council before closing
courtrooms or clerks’ offices or reducing clerks’ office hours on days that are not judicial
holidays, and (2) the council to post on its website and relay to the Legislature all such court
notices. This is the eighth report providing information about the implementation of these notice
requirements.2 Since the seventh report, five courts—San Luis Obispo, San Mateo, Calaveras,
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A copy of Government Code section 68106 is Attachment A to this report.
The first report, dated December 3, 2010, is at http://www.courts.ca.gov/20101214govcode68106.pdf. The second
report, dated February 2, 2011, is at http://www.courts.ca.gov/infogovcode68106.pdf. The third report, dated April
20, 2011, is at http://www.courts.ca.gov/xbcr/cc/20110429govcode68106.pdf. The fourth report, dated June 7, 2011,
is at http://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/20110624infogovcode.pdf. The fifth report, dated July 20, 2011, is at
http://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/20110722govcode68106.pdf. The sixth report, dated August 16, 2011, is at
http://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/082611infoitem.pdf. The seventh report, dated October 21, 2011, is at
http://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/Last-INFO-ONLY-Gov-Code-68106.pdf.
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Santa Cruz, and Ventura—have given such notice.3 Since the effective date of section 68106,
October 19, 2010, a total of 22 courts have given notice.4
Five Courts’ Notices Since the Prior Report










The San Luis Obispo court, effective January 3, 2012, is suspending operations at the
Grover Beach Courthouse. All Grover Beach cases will be heard at the San Luis Obispo
Courthouse, at 1035 Palm Street in San Luis Obispo. All filings previously accepted in
Grover Beach will be transferred to and handled at the Palm Street address during 2012.
The San Luis Obispo Courthouse is open Monday through Friday from 8:30 A.M. to 4:00
p.m.
The San Mateo court, effective Tuesday, January 3, 2012, is reducing hours for all clerks’
offices. The Monday through Friday hours of the civil, family law, juvenile, probate,
records, and small claims clerk’s offices will be 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and of the traffic
and criminal clerk’s offices will be 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Drop boxes will be available
at each court location to receive documents after 3:30 p.m.; documents dropped off from
3:30–4:00 p.m. will be deemed filed that day.
The Calaveras court, effective January 1, 2012, is reducing clerk’s office hours to receive
filings and accept payments to 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Documents may be deposited per California Rules of Court, Rule 2.210, before 8:30 a.m.
and after 3:00 p.m.
The Santa Cruz court will offer limited service on December 27, 28, 29, & 30, 2011. A
single courtroom at the main Santa Cruz courthouse will hear, on those dates, all
mandatory last-day criminal matters, criminal arraignments, juvenile dependency and
delinquency matters, civil ex-partes and domestic violence ex-partes. The court will
operate criminal and civil clerks’ offices in Santa Cruz during regular business hours (8
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.) during the limited service week; however, the Watsonville courthouse
will be closed on these days. All locations will resume normal hours of operation and
full use of courtrooms on Tuesday, January 3, 2012.
The Ventura court, effective January 30, 2012, will reassign its two East County (Simi
Valley) civil law judges to its main courthouse, Hall of Justice, 800 South Victoria
Avenue, Ventura, California. After January 30, 2012, the East County courthouse will
continue to hear and accept filings for family law, small claims, unlawful detainer, and
traffic matters. Parties may continue to submit general civil documents at the East
County courthouse, which will be “Received” stamped and transported to the Hall of
Justice in Ventura for processing and filing.
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A copy of the San Luis Obispo court’s notice is Attachment B to this report. The San Mateo court’s two notices
are Attachment C. The Calaveras court’s notice is Attachment D. The Santa Cruz court’s notice is Attachment E.
The Ventura court’s notice is Attachment F.
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All courts’ notices are listed and posted at http://www.courts.ca.gov/12973.htm. A few courts have given more
than one notice.
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Mandate in Government Code Section 68106 (Budget Act of 2010)
In providing fee increases and fund transfers for the courts, the Legislature in its Budget Act of
2010 expressly declared its intention that trial courts remain open to the public on days that are
not judicial holidays and that access to court services for civil litigants be preserved to the extent
practicable. To that end, Government Code section 68106 imposes the following notice
requirements on trial courts and the Judicial Council:




Trial courts must provide notice to the public at least 60 days before closing any courtroom
or closing or reducing the hours of clerks’ offices, although “[n]othing in this section is
intended to affect, limit, or otherwise interfere with regular court management
decisionmaking, including calendar management and scheduling decisions.”5 The trial court
is to provide this notice “by conspicuous posting within or about its facilities, on its public
Internet Web site, and to the Judicial Council . . . .”6 The notification shall include
information about the scope of the closure or reduction in hours and about the financial
constraints or other reasons that make the closure or reduction necessary.
The Judicial Council must, within 15 days of receiving a notice from a trial court,
“conspicuously” post the notice “on its Internet Web site” and forward a copy to the chairs
and vice-chairs of the legislative Committees on the Judiciary, the chair of the Assembly
Committee on Budget, and the chair of the Senate Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review.

Implementation Efforts
The Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC), which carries out the directives of the Judicial
Council, notified all trial court presiding judges and court executive officers of the enactment of
this statutory mandate and provided legal guidance regarding compliance from the AOC Office
of the General Counsel. On about July 1, 2011, the AOC, through the regional offices, sent a
reminder to all presiding judges and court executives of the requirements of Government Code
section 68106 if a closure or reduction in hours is determined by their courts to be necessary in
light of fiscal year 2011–12 budget reductions. Trial courts have been requested to send any
such notices to their AOC Regional Administrative Director.
The AOC has placed on the home page of the California Courts website a link to a “Limited
Court Service Days” page with information about Government Code section 68106,7 as well as
notices received from trial courts about courtroom or clerks’ office closures or reductions in
clerks’ office hours. Since the last report to the council, the notices from the San Luis Obispo,
San Mateo, Calaveras, Santa Cruz, and Ventura courts have been added.
The AOC has forwarded these notices from these courts to the designated legislative leaders.

5

Gov. Code, § 68106(c).
Id., § 68106(b).
7
This page is available at http://www.courts.ca.gov/12973.htm
6

3

Attachments
1. Attachment A: Government Code section 68106
2. Attachment B: October 18, 2011, notice from the San Luis Obispo trial court
3. Attachment C: October 26, 2011, and October 31, 2011, notices from the San Mateo trial
court
4. Attachment D: October 31, 2011, notice from the Calaveras trial court
5. Attachment E: October 25, 2011, notice from the Santa Cruz trial court
6. Attachment F: November 17, 2011, notice from the Ventura trial court
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Attachment A

Government Code section 68106.
(a) (1) In making appropriations for the support of the trial courts, the Legislature recognizes
the importance of increased revenues from litigants and lawyers, including increased revenues
from civil filing fees. It is therefore the intent of the Legislature that, to the extent practicable,
access to court services for civil litigants be preserved in the allocation of resources by and for
trial courts.
(2) Furthermore, it is the intent of the Legislature in enacting the Budget Act of 2010, which
includes increases in civil and criminal court fees and penalties, that trial courts remain open to
the public on all days except judicial holidays, Saturdays, and Sundays, and except as authorized
pursuant to Section 68115.
(b) Trial courts shall provide written notification to the public by conspicuous posting within or
about its facilities, on its public Internet Web site, and to the Judicial Council, not less than 60
days prior to closing any courtroom, or closing or reducing the hours of clerks' offices during
regular business hours on any day except judicial holidays, Saturdays, and Sundays, and except
as authorized pursuant to Section 68115. The notification shall include the scope of the closure
or reduction in hours, and the financial constraints or other reasons that make the closure or
reduction necessary. Within 15 days of receipt of a notice from a trial court, the Judicial Council
shall conspicuously post on its Internet Web site and provide the chairs and vice chairs of the
Committees on Judiciary, the Chair of the Assembly Committee on Budget, and the Chair of the
Senate Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review a copy of any notice received pursuant to this
subdivision. The Legislature intends to review the information obtained pursuant to this section
to ensure that California trial courts remain open and accessible to the public.
(c) Nothing in this section is intended to affect, limit, or otherwise interfere with regular court
management decisionmaking, including calendar management and scheduling decisions.
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IMPORTANT
CUSTOMER
INFORMATION

San Luis Obispo Superior Court
San Luis Obispo County
www.slocourts.net
Contact: Susan Matherly (805) 781-5421

September 26, 2011
Closure of Grover Beach Branch
Beginning January 3, 2012
The Court regrets to announce that it will suspend operations at the
Grover Beach Courthouse beginning January 3, 2012, due to
unprecedented reductions in funding of the judicial branch. San
Luis Obispo County Superior Court alone faces over a $1 million
shortfall.
The Court recognizes that this decision will greatly inconvenience
County residents during 2012. Court leaders hope that the
suspension of operations is temporary and promise to aggressively
seek restoration of the recent funding cuts so as to ensure
continuing access to justice for everyone.
All Grover Beach cases will be heard at the San Luis Obispo
Courthouse, at 1035 Palm Street, San Luis Obispo. All filings
previously accepted in Grover Beach will be transferred to and
handled at the Palm Street address during 2012.
Questions or comments about the changes in this notice should be
submitted in writing to Susan Matherly, Court Executive Officer,
1035 Palm Street, Room 385, San Luis Obispo, CA 93408.

/////////////

Notice
Superior Court of California, County of San Mateo

Effective January 3, 2012
all Clerk’s Offices will close at 3:30 P.M.
The opening hours for the Clerk’s Offices will be as follows:
• The Civil, Family Law, Probate, Records, and Small Claims Clerk’s Offices will
open at 8:30 a.m.
• The Criminal and Traffic Clerk’s Offices will open at 8:00 a.m.

Drop boxes will be available at each court location to receive documents after 3:30 p.m.
Documents dropped off between 3:30 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. will be deemed filed that day.
These new hours are the result of unprecedented budget cuts and will continue indefinitely. With the recent reduction, this year’s budget for the
judicial branch, as passed by the California Legislature, has been reduced by 30 percent and the San Mateo Superior Court workforce has been
reduced by 24 percent. Please know that we remain committed to serving you to the best of our ability given our limited staffing and resources.

Notice
Superior Court of California, County of San Mateo

Effective January 3, 2012
all Clerk’s Offices will close at 3:30 P.M.
The opening hours for the Clerk’s Offices will be as follows:
• The Civil, Family Law, Juvenile, Probate, Records, and Small Claims Clerk’s
Offices will open at 8:30 a.m.
• The Criminal and Traffic Clerk’s Offices will open at 8:00 a.m.

Drop boxes will be available at each court location to receive documents after 3:30 p.m.
Documents dropped off between 3:30 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. will be deemed filed that day.
These new hours are the result of unprecedented budget cuts and will continue indefinitely. With the recent reduction, this year’s budget for the
judicial branch, as passed by the California Legislature, has been reduced by 30 percent and the San Mateo Superior Court workforce has been
reduced by 24 percent. Please know that we remain committed to serving you to the best of our ability given our limited staffing and resources.

Superior Court of California
COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ

***PUBLIC NOTICE***
NOTICE OF TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF COURTROOMS
IN SANTA CRUZ AND WATSONVILLE
Effective October 25, 2011
The Superior Court of Santa Cruz County intends to offer limited services for four days during
Fiscal Year 2011-2012 due to significant financial constraints brought on by the continuing state
budget crisis. The four days selected for limited service are December 27, 28, 29 & 30, 2011.
These limited service days will run concurrent with days that the County of Santa Cruz is taking
as furlough. This coordination will minimize the impact on justice system partners and court
users county-wide. The court will use a single courtroom at the main Santa Cruz courthouse to
hear all mandatory last-day criminal matters, criminal arraignments, civil ex-partes and domestic
violence ex-partes. The court may use a second courtroom in Santa Cruz to hear mandatory
juvenile dependency and delinquency matters.
The court will operate Criminal and Civil Clerks’ Offices in Santa Cruz during regular business
hours (8 A.M. to 3 P.M.) during the limited service week; however, the Watsonville Courthouse
will be closed completely during these selected days. All locations will resume normal hours of
operation and full use of courtrooms beginning Tuesday, January 3, 2012.

