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Executive Summary 

In 2010, the Legislature enacted fee increases and fund transfers for the courts and also added 
section 68106 to the Government Code. In 2011, the Legislature enacted Assembly Bill 973, 
which amended section 68106 effective January 1, 2012. As amended, section 68106 directs (1) 
trial courts to notify the public and the Judicial Council before closing courtrooms or clerks’ 
offices or reducing clerks’ office hours on days that are not judicial holidays, and (2) the council 
to post on its website and relay to the Legislature all such court notices. This is the twelfth report 
providing information about the implementation of these notice requirements. Since the eleventh 
report, six courts—Ventura, Los Angeles, Tuolumne, Fresno, Monterey, and Orange—have 
given such notices. Since section 68106 originally was added, on October 19, 2010, a total of 31 
courts have given notice.1  

Six Courts’ Notices Since the Last Report 

• Effective June 25, 2012, the Superior Court of Ventura County will be suspending all 
court operations, except for traffic and collections payments at the East County 
Courthouse branch located at 3855-F Alamo Street, Simi Valley.  All operations related 

                                                 
1 All courts’ notices are listed and posted at http://www.courts.ca.gov/12973.htm.   A few courts have given more 
than one notice. 

http://www.courts.ca.gov/12973.htm


to family law, unlawful detainer, small claims and criminal/traffic court will be relocated 
at the Hall of Justice, 800 South Victoria Avenue, Ventura, California. 

• Effective June 30, 2012, the Superior Court of Los Angeles County is closing all 
departments of the Informal Juvenile Traffic Court (in the Compton, Long Beach, 
McCourtney, Metropolitan, Norwalk, Pasadena, Pomona, Santa Monica, Sylmar, 
Torrance, and Van Nuys courthouses).  In addition, the courtroom staff is being removed, 
effective June 30, 2012, from 24 civil courtrooms, 24 criminal courtrooms, 3 family law 
courtrooms, 1 probate courtroom, and 4 juvenile dependency courtrooms. 

• Effective July 30, 2012, the Superior Court of Tuolumne County will reduce the hours of 
the clerk’s office filing windows and telephones, Monday-Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 4 
p.m. to 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  A drop box will be available inside both court locations to 
permit same-day filing documents deposited before 5:00 p.m. 

• Effective July 30, 2012, the Superior Court of Fresno County will close the branch courts 
in Coalinga, Firebaugh, Reedley, Sanger, and Selma.  Effective August 6, 2012, it will 
close the branch courts in Clovis and Kingsburg. 

• Effective July 30, 2012, the Superior Court of Orange County will reduce clerk’s office 
hours for each of the branches of the court, Monday-Friday, to 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
excluding judicial holidays.  Exceptions are the court sessions for CJ1 will remain 10:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and night sessions for small claims and traffic court from 4:00 to 6:00 
p.m., First Tuesday of the Month (Harbor Justice Center-Newport Beach, North Justice 
Center-Fullerton, West Justice Center-Westminster) and Third Tuesday of the Month 
(Harbor Justice Center-Laguna Hills, Central Justice Center-Santa Ana). 

• Effective July 30, 2012, the Superior Court of Monterey County will reduce the clerk’s 
office hours for the public filing windows, Self-Help Center services and telephones.  
The public service hours for Salinas, Marina and Monterey Divisions will be Monday-
Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  For the King City Division, the public service hours will 
be closed on Mondays, and open Tuesday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Same-day filing 
of documents or payments deposited before 4:00 p.m. will be available in drop boxes at 
each clerk’s office. 

 

Mandate in Government Code Section 68106 (Budget Act of 2010) 

In providing fee increases and fund transfers for the courts, the Legislature in its Budget Act of 
2010 expressly declared its intention that trial courts remain open to the public on days that are 
not judicial holidays and that access to court services for civil litigants be preserved to the extent 
practicable. Statements confirming this intent remain in Government Code section 68106, 
following its recent amendment.2 As amended, the section imposes the following notice 
requirements on trial courts and the Judicial Council: 
 
• Trial courts must provide written notice to the public at least 60 days before closing any 

courtroom or closing or reducing the hours of clerks’ offices, although “[n]othing in this 
                                                 
2 The full text of Government Code section 68106, as amended, is set forth in Attachment A. 
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section is intended to affect, limit, or otherwise interfere with regular court management 
decisionmaking, including calendar management and scheduling decisions.”3 The trial court 
is to provide this notice “by conspicuous posting within or about its facilities, on its public 
Internet Web site, by electronic distribution to individuals who have subscribed to the court’s 
electronic distribution service, and to the Judicial Council . . . .”4 The notice must describe 
the scope of the closure or reduction in hours, state the financial constraints or other reasons 
that make the closure or reduction necessary, and invite public comment.5 Courts expressly 
are not obligated to respond to comments received.6 If a court changes its plan “as a result of 
the comments received or for any other reason” during the 60-day notice period, however, it 
must “immediately provide notice to the public” by posting and distributing “a revised 
notice” using the procedure previously described, including distribution to the Judicial 
Council.7 

• The Judicial Council must, within 15 days of receiving a notice from a trial court, 
“conspicuously” post the notice “on its Internet Web site” and forward a copy to the chairs 
and vice-chairs of the legislative Committees on the Judiciary, the chair of the Assembly 
Committee on Budget, and the chair of the Senate Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review.8  

Implementation Efforts 

The Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC), which carries out the directives of the Judicial 
Council, notified all trial court presiding judges and court executive officers of the enactment of 
this statutory mandate, and the AOC’s Office of the General Counsel (OGC) provided legal 
guidance regarding compliance. Trial courts have been requested to e-mail any such notices to 
the AOC. At the start of this fiscal year and also before the December 2011 holidays, the AOC 
sent reminders concerning the statutory requirements to all presiding judges and court 
executives. On January 11, 2012, the AOC’s OGC also issued a statewide memorandum to all 
presiding judges and court executives describing the recent amendments to Government Code 
section 68106 and explaining the impact of those changes. 
 
The AOC has placed on the home page of the California Courts website a “Quick Link” to a 
“Limited Court Service Days” page, which contains information about Government Code section 
68106,9 and all notices received from trial courts about courtroom or clerks’ office closures or 
reductions in clerks’ office hours that remain in effect. Since the last report to the council, the 
notices from the Ventura, Los Angeles, Fresno, Monterey, Orange, and Tuolumne courts have 
been added. 
 
The AOC has forwarded these notices from these courts to the designated legislative leaders. 

                                                 
3 Gov. Code, § 68106(c). 
4 Id., § 68106(b)(1). 
5 Id., § 68106(b)(1)–(b)(2)(A).  
6 Id., § 68106(b)(2)(B). 
7 Id., § 68106(b)(3). 
8 Ibid. 
9 This page is available at http://www.courts.ca.gov/12973.htm  
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Attachments 

1. Attachment A:  Government Code section 68106 
2. Attachment B:  April 19, 2012, notice from Ventura 
3. Attachment C:  April 19, 2012, notice from Los Angeles 
4. Attachment D:  May 24, 2012, notice from Tuolumne 
5. Attachment E:  May 25, 2012, notice from Fresno 
6. Attachment F:  May 29, 2012, notice from Orange 
7. Attachment G:  May 30, 2012, notice from Monterey 
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