












From: Emma Dewald
To: Chouteau, René A.; Judicial Council
Subject: Language Access: Public Comments for December 2013 Council Meeting
Date: Friday, November 22, 2013 1:20:07 PM

 
November 22, 2013
 
Hon. Rene Auguste Chouteau, Presiding Judge Superior Court of Sonoma County
Hall of Justice
600 Administration Drive, Courtroom 15
Santa Rosa, CA 95403
 
Re: Language Access: Public Comments for December 2013 Council Meeting
 
Dear Judge Chouteau,
 
I am writing to share how important the provision of in-person interpreter services is
to my practice.  Without the skilled work of our certified interpreters, my clients with
limited English-language skills would be denied due process and full and meaningful
access to the court system.
 
I work as a Deputy Public Defender at the Sonoma County Public Defender’s office
and frequently represent clients with limited English-language skills.  The in-person
certified interpreters that I have the privilege to work with ensure that those clients
can understand and meaningfully participate in the justice system.  Proposals to
provide interpreters remotely by video raise significant concerns about adverse
impacts on access and due process.  The value of the services provided by our
talented and hard-working interpreters cannot be overstated.  Every day I am grateful
to work with such gifted individuals.
 
I urge the courts and the Judicial Council to ensure full and meaningful access to
services for all court users regardless of their national origin.
 
Yours,
Emma Dewald
Deputy Public Defender
Emma.Dewald@gmail.com
 
cc:       Hon. Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye, Chief Justice Chair                           
            Judicial Council of California
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