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Executive Summary 
The Superior Court of California, County of Imperial (Court) vacated the Calexico Courthouse 
as of July 1, 2014 and has informed the Judicial Council that is has no foreseeable need for the 
facility. The County of Imperial (County) advised staff that it does not intend to repurchase the 
facility. Due to a right of reversion held by the City of Calexico (City) in the underlying deed to 
the County, the facility will be returned to the City via deed by the council.   

Previous Council Action 
None. 

Background  
The Calexico Courthouse was transferred to the council pursuant to the Trial Court Facilities Act 
of 2002 (SB 1732, Escutia) Chapter 1082, Statutes of 2002, as amended. The council obtained 
title to the facility from the County subject to a right of reversion in favor of the City, which was 
recorded on the property in 1965. By operation of this encumbrance on the property, the City has 
a right to reacquire the property in the event it was not used as a court facility and county office 
building for a period of one year.  
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The Court earlier this year notified staff that it was vacating the Calexico court facility effective 
July 1, 2014, and has no foreseeable use for that facility. (Attachment 1.) As required by the 
terms of the transfer agreement, Judicial Council staff notified the County that the Court was 
vacating the building and inquired whether the County had an interest in reacquiring the 
property. (Attachment 2.) The County informed staff they were not interested in acquiring the 
property. (Attachment 3.) Because the property will not be used as either a court or county 
facility, staff then contacted the City. The City is exercising its right of reversion and has 
requested that the council deed its interest in the property to the City as required by law. 
(Attachment 4.) 

Policy and Cost Implications 
The facts presented in this report are specific to the Calexico facility. When the property 
transferred to the council it was already subject to a reversionary interest dating from 1965. Once 
the Court determined that it did not have a foreseeable use for the facility, the terms of the 
transfer agreement and the reversionary interest compelled certain actions as a matter of law. 
Due to the specific nature of the rights related to this property, there are no significant policy 
implications to be drawn for other facilities. 
  
Although the original deed from the City to the County does not require the Calexico courthouse 
to be deeded to the City until a full year of non-use as a court or county facility has occurred, the 
council will save the ongoing operations and maintenance costs for the facility the sooner the 
facility is deeded back to the City.  

Next Steps 
Staff will prepare the necessary documents to deed the Calexico courthouse to the City of 
Calexico.  

Attachments and Links 
1. Correspondence dated March 21, 2014 from Kristi Kussman, Court Executive Officer of the 

Superior Court of California, County of Imperial  
2. Correspondence dated  May 6, 2014 to County of Imperial 
3. Correspondence dated May 29, 2014 from County of Imperial 
4. Correspondence dated July 7, 2014 from City of Calexico 
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