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Executive Summary 
The Court Facilities Advisory Committee recommends approving the request to name the new 
courthouse under construction in the City of Los Banos the Robert M. Falasco Justice Center. 
This approval simply shifts the name of the existing courthouse to the new courthouse.  

Recommendation 
The Court Facilities Advisory Committee recommends that the Judicial Council, effective 
August 21, 2015, approve the request to name the new courthouse under construction in the City 
of Los Banos the Robert M. Falasco Justice Center. 

Previous Council Action 
The council has taken no previous action on this courthouse naming request. In April 2014, the 
council adopted its revised Courthouse Naming Policy, available at 
www.courts.ca.gov/documents/jc-20140425-itemJ.pdf. 



Rationale for Recommendation 
Currently, the Superior Court of California, County of Merced, has a courthouse in the City of 
Los Banos named the Robert M. Falasco Justice Center. This facility is planned for replacement 
by the new courthouse capital project that is currently under construction in the City of Los 
Banos. The superior court requests that the name be shifted from the existing courthouse to the 
new courthouse (see Attachment A). The local community supports this request, as expressed by 
both the mayor of the City of Los of Banos and the chair of the Merced County Board of 
Supervisors (see Attachments B and C, respectively). The completion of this new courthouse 
capital project is expected in fall 2016. Therefore, to incorporate the requested name into the 
signage for the new courthouse, staff must have council approval of the name now to timely 
prepare the signage design submittal for fabrication in fall 2015. 

The advisory committee reviewed the naming request against section III.B.b of the council’s 
Courthouse Naming Policy and found that it complies with all requirements except one: Judge 
Robert M. Falasco has been deceased for about 3 years, whereas the naming policy allows 
naming of a courthouse after individuals who have been deceased for a minimum of 10 years. 
The advisory committee recommends that the council approve this request with the exception, 
because doing so simply shifts the name of the existing courthouse to the new courthouse. 

Comments, Alternatives Considered, and Policy Implications 
Council staff did not solicit comments on the recommended council action. No alternatives to the 
recommended action were considered. 
 
Per the council’s naming policy, requests involving names of persons for court facilities require 
evaluation by the Court Facilities Advisory Committee’s Subcommittee on Courthouse Names, 
with a recommendation to the full advisory committee. At this time, the position of chair of the 
Subcommittee on Courthouse Names is vacant, which is why the naming request was taken up 
directly by the full advisory committee at its meeting on July 16, 2015. In advance of that 
meeting, this naming request was posted for public comment on July 13, 2015, and no public 
comments were received. 

Implementation Requirements, Costs, and Operational Impacts 
The costs associated with the design and fabrication of the signage for the new courthouse 
planned in the City of Los Banos are paid from the project’s Senate Bill 1407 capital-outlay 
budget. 

Relevant Strategic Plan Goals and Operational Plan Objectives 
The recommended council action supports Goal III, Modernization of Management and 
Administration, and Goal VI, Branchwide Infrastructure for Service Excellence. 

Attachments 
1. Attachment A: Courthouse naming request from Presiding Judge Brian L. McCabe, 

Superior Court of California, County of Merced, July 2, 2015 
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2. Attachment B: Letter supporting the naming request from Mayor Michael Villalta, City of 
Los Banos, June 29, 2015 

3. Attachment C: Letter supporting the naming request from Supervisor John Pedrozo, Chair of 
the Merced County Board of Supervisors, June 25, 2015 
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Attachment A





Attachment B



Attachment C
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