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Chief Justice Names Task Force  

To Implement Mental Health Proposals 
 

Goal is to improve justice system responses 
To offenders with mental illness 

 
San Francisco—Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye today announced the appointment of the 
Judicial Council’s Mental Health Issues Implementation Task Force, which will develop a 
plan designed to improve justice system responses to offenders with mental illness. 
 
Presiding Judge Richard L. Loftus, Jr. of the Superior Court of Santa Clara, was appointed 
chair of the 16-member task force.  Members include judges and court executive officers 
from across the state.  A membership roster appears below. 
 
The task force is specifically charged with developing a plan and identifying plan-related 
activities for implementing the recommendations of the Task Force for Criminal Justice 
Collaboration on Mental Health Issues which are under Judicial Council purview.  After 
those proposals are identified, the task force will prepare a plan with key milestones for 
implementing the recommendations. 
 
In April 2011, the Judicial Council received a comprehensive report from the Task Force for 
Criminal Justice Collaboration on Mental Health Issues that made 137 recommendations for 
improving practice and procedure in cases involving both adult and juvenile offenders with 
mental illness.  The task force proposals encompassed the entire criminal and juvenile 
justice continuum, from early intervention through reentry into the community after 
incarceration or detention.  
 
Task force proposals were designed to:  
 

• Promote innovative and effective practices to foster the fair and efficient processing 
and resolution of cases involving mentally ill persons in the criminal justice system;  
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• Expand education programs for the judicial branch, State Bar members, law 
enforcement, and mental health service providers to address the needs of 
offenders with mental illness; 

• Foster excellence through implementation of evidence-based practices for serving 
persons with mental illness; and 

• Encourage collaboration among criminal justice partners and other stakeholders 
to facilitate interagency and interbranch efforts that reduce recidivism and 
promote improved access to treatment for persons with mental illness.  

 
That report is posted on the California Courts website at 
www.courts.ca.gov/xbcr/cc/20110429itemo.pdf.  
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The Judicial Council is the policymaking body of the California courts, the largest court system in the 
nation.  Under the leadership of the Chief Justice and in accordance with the California Constitution, the 
council is responsible for ensuring the consistent, independent, impartial, and accessible administration of 
justice.  The Administrative Office of the Courts carries out the official actions of the council and ensures 
leadership and excellence in court administration.  
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Mental Health Implementation Task Force Roster 
 

Hon. Richard J. Loftus, Jr., Chair 
Presiding Judge of the Superior Court of 
California, 
   County of Santa Clara 
 
Hon. Hilary A. Chittick 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
   County of Fresno 
 
Hon. Rogelio R. Flores 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
   County of Santa Barbara 
 
Hon. Susan M. Gill 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
   County of Kern 
 
Hon. Suzanne N. Kingsbury 
Presiding Judge of the Superior Court of 
California, 
   County of El Dorado 
 
Hon. Clifford L. Klein 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
   County of Los Angeles 
 
Hon. Kurt E. Kumli 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
   County of Santa Clara 
 
Hon. Stephen V. Manley 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
   County of Santa Clara 
 
 
Hon. Heather D. Morse 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
   County of Santa Cruz 
 
Mr. Michael D. Planet 
Court Executive Officer of the Superior Court 
of California, 
   County of Ventura 
 
Mr. Michael M. Roddy 
Court Executive Officer of the Superior Court 
of California, 

   County of San Diego 
 
Hon. Jaime R. Román 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
   County of Sacramento 
 
Hon Paul D. Seeman 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
   County of Alameda 
 
Hon. Maria E. Stratton 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
   County of Los Angeles 
 
Hon Michael Anthony Tynan 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
   County of Los Angeles 
 
Hon. Garrett L. Wong 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
   County of San Francisco 
 



 
 

 


