Judicial Council of California, Administrative Office of the Courts
Office of Communications, 455 Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco, CA 94102-3688
California Courts Infoline 800-900-5980, www.courts.ca.gov

NEWS RELEASE FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Philip Carrizosa, 415-865-8044 February 28, 2012

Lynn Holton, Public Information Officer, 415-865-7726

Chief Justice Appoints Liaisons to Trial Courts
and AOC Divisions

Will Increase Communication, Transparency and Accountability

SAN FRANCISCO—lJustice Douglas P. Miller, chair of the Judicial Council’s Executive and
Planning Committee, announced today that Chief Justice Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye has assigned
liaisons from the council to each of the state’s 58 trial courts as well as to each of the 12
divisions of the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC).

“These new programs will further the council’s efforts to increase communication and
transparency and promote accountability,” Justice Miller said. “The liaisons will create an
opportunity for direct access by the trial courts to the Judicial Council and familiarize council
members more directly with how the AOC supports and implements council policy.”

The liaisons were recommended by the council last June during a planning meeting in which
other governance initiatives were discussed. The recommendation on liaison appointments was
approved by the Executive and Planning Committee after surveying council members about their
preferences for assignments.

Other governance changes in the last year include increased judicial oversight of priority
programs, including court facilities and the California Court Case Management System. In
addition the Judicial Council adopted policies last August that have made council meetings more
open and accessible.

“Last year, the Chief Justice asked the council to take a fresh and thorough look at how the
council operates and governs,” Justice Miller said. “Assigning council liaisons to the trial courts
and to AOC divisions is just another step in improving communication and accountability. We
will continue to make any changes we think are good for the public and the judicial branch.”

The liaison assignments run for the remainder of this Judicial Council term, which ends
September 14, 2012.
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The Judicial Council is the policymaking body of the California courts, the largest court system in the nation. Under
the leadership of the Chief Justice and in accordance with the California Constitution, the council is responsible for
ensuring the consistent, independent, impartial, and accessible administration of justice. The Administrative Office
of the Courts carries out the official actions of the council and promotes leadership and excellence in court
administration.



