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[This news release is issued to inform the public and the press of cases that the Supreme
Court has accepted and of their general subject matter. The statement of the issue or
issues in each case set out below does not necessarily reflect the view of the court, or
define the specific issues that will be addressed by the court.]

#18-87 People v. Aldemat, S248105. (B282911; 20 Cal.App.5th 1149; Los Angeles
County Superior Court; BA451225.) Petition for review after the Court of Appeal
affirmed in part and reversed in part a judgment of conviction of criminal offenses. This
case presents the following issue: Is error in instructing the jury on both a legally correct
theory of guilt and a legally incorrect one harmless if an examination of the record
permits a reviewing court to conclude beyond a reasonable doubt that the jury based its
verdict on the valid theory, or is the error harmless only if the record affirmatively
demonstrates that the jury actually rested its verdict on the legally correct theory?
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The Supreme Court of California is the state ’s highest court and its decisions are binding on all other California
state courts. The court’s primary role is to decide matters of statewide importance and to maintain uniformity in the
law throughout California by reviewing matters from the six districts of the California Courts of Appeal and the
fifty-eight county superior courts (the trial courts). Among its other duties, the court also decides all capital appeals
and related matters and reviews both attorney and judicial disciplinary matters.
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