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transitive verb \ �� nˈjėst
\

inflected form(s): -ed/-ing/-s
1: to take in for digestion (as into the stomach)
2: to take in : SWALLOW (/unabridged/swallow), ABSORB
(/unabridged/absorb) <for a country of forty-seven million, ingesting
twelve million visitors … is a big swallow — Robert Shaplen><trying to 
ingest the ideas of philosophers>

Origin of INGEST

Latin ingestus, past participle of ingerere to carry in, press upon, from in-
in- (/unabridged/in-[2]) + gerere to bear, wage, cherish — more at cast

(/unabridged/cast)

First Known Use: 1620 (sense 1)

Related to INGEST 

See Synonym Discussion at eat (/unabridged/eat)

Pronunciation Symbols (/info/pronsymbols.html)

Cite this Entry

“Ingest.” Merriam-Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, Merriam-Webster, 
https://unabridged.merriam-webster.com/unabridged/ingest. Accessed 11 
Aug. 2021.

Reference Unabridged Dictionary  Content Type Main Entry 

Advanced Search (/advanced-search.php) » 

2



Style: MLA

About Merriam-Webster

Home (/)

About the Unabridged (/info/about-the-unabridged.html)

Help (/info/site-help.html)

About Us (/info/about.html)

Contact Us (/subscriber/contact-inst)

Privacy Policy (/info/privacy-policy.html)

Sections

Advanced Search (/advanced-search.php)

Word of the Day (/word-of-the-day/)

Style Guide (/style-guide/)

© 2021 Merriam-Webster, Incorporated. All rights reserved. (/info/copyright.html)


