	PARTY WITHOUT ATTORNEY or ATTORNEY                               

NAME:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY:                                                                           STATE:             ZIP CODE:

TELEPHONE NO.:                                                       FAX NO. (Optional):

E-MAIL ADDRESS (Optional):

ATTORNEY FOR (Name):
	FOR COURT USE ONLY

	SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF MENDOCINO
STREET ADDRESS:

MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY AND ZIP CODE:

BRANCH NAME:


	

	IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF:  

                                                                                                     , Petitioner
	

	ORDER DECLARING MINOR FREE FROM PARENTAL CUSTODY AND CONTROL


	CASE NUMBER:


The petition of  _______________________________________  (name of Petitioner) for an order of this court declaring _____________________________________________________ (child’s name), a minor, free from the parental control of _______________________________________ (name of absent parent), came on regularly for hearing on __________________ (date of hearing).  
Having examined the Petitioner and other witnesses, and other evidence both oral and documentary having been introduced, and good cause appearing therefore, this court finds:

1. All of the representations in the petition are true.
2. Notice of the hearing on the petition was given by citation to ____________________________ (name of absent parent) as prescribed by law.
3. A written report of investigation of the circumstances of the minor child has been completed and filed with the court as required by Family Code Section 7851, in which a recommendation to declare the above-mentioned minor free from the custody and control of the absent parent was made. 
4. ___________________________________________ (name of spouse/natural parent) has executed consent to the Stepparent Adoption by the Petitioner. 
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5. There is clear and convincing evidence that the above-referenced minor child should be declared free from the parental control of the above-referenced absent parent, pursuant to Family Code Section 7820, et seq., in that they have left the child in the care and custody of Petitioner’s spouse, the natural parent, for a period of over one year without any provision for the child’s support, with the intent to abandon the child.
6. The minor child is adoptable.
7. It is in the best interest of the child that they be declared free from the custody and control of the above-named absent parent..

It is hereby ordered that the minor child, ______________________________________ (child’s name) is freed from the parental custody and control of ________________________________

________________________  (name of absent parent), and that ________________________ ___________________________  (name of Petitioner), is hereby authorized to proceed with adopting said minor child.

Dated: _________________


_________________________________







                          Judge of the Superior Court
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