3-DAY NOTICE CHECKLIST
Notice has to be in writing

Must contain landlord’s or manager’s signature, and date signed

Must contain forfeiture clause

Has to be served properly and show proof of that service

●Can be served by landlord


●Does not have to be served on each tenant on lease, but must be served on all                 subtenants if tenant has sublet and has moved out


●Via delivery, sub service or nail & mail (if nail & mail, landlord has to wait 5   extra days to pay rent or move before landlord files case in court per CCP 1013(a))
Must be specific re: property description (address, apt #)

Must include when, how, who and where to pay (or how to cure breach if notice is to cure, i.e. get rid of dog)
Can only include past-due rent as of date it is signed (if rent due on the 1st, notice has to be on the 2nd)

If rent due on a legal holiday or a Saturday or Sunday, you don’t have to pay rent until next biz day (if rent is due on 1st and 1st is a Saturday, landlord can’t give proper 3-day notice until next Tuesday).

Can include rent only

Cannot include late fees because late fees are not rent

Cannot include damages

Can include interest IF allowed for in the written lease

Cannot demand rent that is more than 1 year overdue

If 3-day notice violates these principles, tenant can raise faulty notice as an affirmative defense (or can demur)
There are special rules for subsidized housing (Section 8) and RV/mobile parks

Statutes:
CCP 1161 et seq. (see 1161.1 for commercial property)
SSC-ctc 1/11/07

