SCRIPT FOR ROLE OF THE

COMMISSIONER ("C”)

1. C will call out names:

           "Smith vs Bobb"

 "Gonzalez vs. Little"

    Call out the real names of the parties:________ vs. _________          

   [The purpose is to see if tenant will stand when hearing their name and say their name and not hear.  Pls. do not ask the tenant their name.  We want folks to give that information without the judge asking].

2. May be practiced twice—Therefore, be prepared to repeat.

3. C will look at the landlord’s attorney and say:



“Have you tried to settle the case?” 

     4. The answer will always be "No".  Then C will say:

“Go outside and try to settle the  case.”

    5.  The parties will return to the courtroom.  C will read names of cases again.  [Smith vs. Bobb, etc.  Read the real case name as the third case

6.  Parties will return to Courtroom …Looking at Landlord’s attorney, C says:


“Have you reached an agreement?” 

     7. The answer will always be "No".  Then C says [looking only at landlord's atty.]:

 “How long will the trial take?”

       [The purpose is for the tenant to speak up and say something like – "Your honor, I believe/think that the trial will take 1 hour or 1.5 hours because I have photographs, etc.  

We want the tenant to say this without the C looking at the tenant or asking the tenant how long the tenant thinks the trial will take

   8.  May have to do this exercise twice.

-----------------------------------------------------

        C WILL ANNOUNCE:

     “CALLING THE CASE OF ______ vs._____ 

FOR TRIAL.

Once trial starts:

9. C:  

     “LL’s attorney, do you have any witnesses?”

10. Once LL has testifed [or manager], C says to tenant:


        “Do you have any questions?”


[We want the tenant to say, "No, Your honor."]

11. Once LL has had all their witnesses testify, C will say to landlord’s witness:

               “You are excused.”

12. C will ask the landlord’s attorney:

                     “Do You Have Any Other Witnesses?       [The answer will always be “NO”].

    13.    C will ask the tenant:

  

 “Do you have any witnesses?”

             [We want the tenant to say, "Yes, Your Honor.

13. C will ask the tenant:

        “Who Do You Want to Testify?

       [Tenant should say, “I would like to testify."]

14.   C says:  
         "Come up to the witness stand."

[C should not say anything; C should not reach out his/her hand to take photos unless the tenant offers a photo to the C – after describing the photo, stating who took the photo, etc.].

[The purpose is to see if the tenant will just start telling their side of the story without the C saying anything].

15. After showing the photos to the C, the tenant should tell the C, I want you to keep all my photos as proof.

16. After the tenant tells the C everything, the C  then says to the landlord’s attorney:

“Do You Have Any Questions for the    Witness?”
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