COURTHOUSE LANDLORD/TENANT PROJECT: 

ATTORNEY OF THE DAY

A joint project of VLSP, the Eviction Defense Collaborative (EDC) and the San Francisco Superior Court, the Courthouse Landlord/Tenant Project: Attorney of the Day provides pro bono limited scope representation for individuals and families facing eviction.  Volunteer attorneys are needed to staff unlawful detainer settlement conference shifts and provide limited scope representation to pro per litigants during their mandatory settlement conferences.   This project is a great way for your associates to gain negotiation and litigation skills.

What are unlawful detainer settlement conferences?

The San Francisco Superior Court schedules mandatory settlement conferences for all unlawful detainer cases in which jury trial has been requested. For pro per litigants, these settlement conferences are scheduled for Wednesday and Thursday afternoons between 12:30 and 4:30pm.  

What is limited scope representation?
“Limited Scope Representation” refers to a relationship between an attorney and a client in which it is agreed that the scope of the legal tasks to be performed will be limited only to specific tasks – in this instance, representation at settlement conference – without entailing legal representation on the entire case.  If the matter does not settle that day, the client returns to his or her status as a self-represented litigant for trial, unless the attorney offers to take the case on for trial as well.

How does the Attorney of the Day Project work?

The court provides VLSP with the settlement conference calendar one week in advance, so your firm can conduct conflict checks at that time.  VLSP and the EDC review the calendar to identify the cases by type of legal issue and to begin case summaries for volunteers.   Pro per landlords in need of assistance are also be identified.

The day before the settlement conferences, VLSP distributes case summaries to volunteers for cases to which they are tentatively assigned.  The day of the settlement conferences, volunteers report to Room 208 of the Access Center at the Courthouse, meet with their clients and sign the “Notice of Limited Scope Representation” forms as well as the Retainer Agreement.  VLSP and EDC staff attorneys will be present at all settlement conferences.

How can my firm get involved?

VLSP is happy to work with your firm to develop a mutually beneficial pro bono model for volunteering with this project.  VLSP would like to make this process as easy as possible; for example, if your firm does not have expertise in landlord/tenant law, VLSP will bring its Introduction to Landlord/Tenant Law and its Unlawful Detainer Settlement Conference trainings to you in-house.  At this time, your firm can either send a few attorneys to settlement conference shifts, or your firm can staff a whole settlement conference shift.  Your firm will also be assigned a main contact person at VLSP for this signature project.

What are the advantages of volunteering with VLSP’s Attorney of the Day Project?
· Training and experience (including courtroom experience) for newer associates

· Short term pro bono opportunities for experienced litigation attorneys

· Free substantive trainings with MCLE credit and substantive law manuals

· Access to VLSP’s online library, complete with sample pleadings and court forms

· Free malpractice insurance for your VLSP matters (primary to your firm’s insurance)

· Ongoing mentoring from experienced attorneys in certain areas of law

· A chance to make a difference in someone’s life

Recognition of your firm

VLSP strongly believes in recognizing firms publicly for their pro bono work and may recognize your firm in the following ways:

· Recognition in VLSP’s monthly eNewsletter, in The Recorder, in BASF’s San Francisco Attorney Magazine, or on BASF’s website

· Nominating your firm or attorneys in your firm for ABA or California State Bar Awards

· Naming attorneys in your firm for our Outstanding Volunteer in Public Service Award

· Profiling your firm’s attorneys who have made extraordinary contributions as “Volunteer of the Month”

VLSP is happy to work with your firm to find a mutually beneficial way to implement this project.   We have additional materials, including materials on ethics in limited scope representation, available. 

Please contact Megan Low, VLSP Recruitment Coordinator, at (415) 782-8958 or mlow@sfbar.org to discuss this project further.
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