EQUAL ACCESS PARTNERSHIP GRANTS

The Equal Access Fund was first created by the Budget Act of 1999 and
has been renewed in each subsequent Budget Act. Each of these budgets
allocated $10 million to the Judicial Council to be distributed in
grants to legal services providers through the Legal Services Trust
Fund Commission of the State Bar ("the commission"). We anticipate an
additional $5 million in calendar year 2006 and subsequent years due to
a special allocation in the Trial Court Trust Fund. The budget control
language provides for two kinds of grants:

* Ninety percent of the funds remaining after administrative
costs are to be distributed to legal services programs according to a
formula set forth in California's Interest on Lawyer Trust Accounts
("IOLTA") statute.

* Ten percent of the funds remaining after administrative
costs are set aside for Partnership Grants to legal services programs
for "joint projects of courts and legal services programs to make legal
assistance available to pro per litigants.™"

Thus, in 2006, there will be approximately $1,425,000 in Partnership
Grant funds.

Request for Proposals

In August the commission issues a Request for Proposals (RFP)
Partnership Grants to the approximately 100 legal services programs
currently receiving Legal Services Trust Fund funding. Proposals are
due in September. -

Selection Criteria
The Budget Act contains four essential elements for Partnership Grants:

* Recipients must be organizations that are eligible for a
Legal Services Trust Fund Program grant.

* The funds must be granted for joint projects of legal
services programs and courts.

* The services must be for indigent persons as defined in the
Trust Fund Program statute.

* The services must be for self-represented litigants.

The commission funds a range of projects to address different needs.
Partnership grants are to be considered as "seed money" for new
efforts, and projects selected for funding are expected to find
alternate sources of funding for a significant part of each project
after three years of partnership support and to be independent of the
Partnership Grant Program after no more than five years.

Consequently we have encouraged programs to identify alternate sources
of funding.



All proposals must include the following:
§ A letter of support from the applicable court's presiding judge.

§ Agreements between the legal services programs and the courts.
As part of the grant process, we require recipients to develop a
written agreement with the cooperating court indicating how the joint
project, the court, and any existing self-help center, including the
family law facilitator as appropriate, will work together.

§ Plans to provide for lawyers to assist and to provide direct
supervision of paralegals and other support staff.

§ Protocols to minimize conflicts of interest, or to address them
as needed, including: what resources are available to individuals who
cannot be served for any reason; what would be the relationship between
the provider and the pro per litigant; and other similar issues.

§. A plan to anticipate and meet the needs of litigants who are not
within the legal services provider's service area or are ineligible for
their services. While this can be a challenge for organizations with
limited funding, a number of applicants have developed collaborations
with other legal services providers that facilitate a broad
availability of services. These solutions are being studied by the
commission for possible applicability to other programs.

§ A plan to address the needs of unrepresented litigants who do not
meet the financial eligibility requirements (e.g., by providing general
information in the form of local information sheets, videos, workshops,
etc.). Programs that have achieved success in this field are being
closely evaluated so that ideas may be gleaned which might be effective
for other programs that have yet to establish an effective referrals

protocol.

§ A clearly stated policy regarding administration of financial
eligibility standards, and established protocols to observe that
policy.

§ A plan for project continuity, including efforts to identify and
secure additional funding within three years.

Because all recipients of the Partnership Grants are organizations that
are already receiving IOLTA Grants and IOLTA-Formula Grants through the
Legal Services Trust Fund Program, they are subject to requirements for
oversight and reporting that are already in place. The commission has
also developed additional reporting requirements and evaluation
procedures to apply specifically to the work to be done under these
additional grants.

For additional information on these partnership grants please contact:

Judy Garlow or Bonnie Hough

Legal Services Trust Fund Equal Access Program

State Bar of California Administrative Office of the Courts
415 538-2249 415 B65-7668

Judy.garlow@calbar.ca.gov bonnie.hough@jud.ca.gov
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Grant Recipients Page 1 of 3

Printed from The State Bar of California website (www.calbar.ca.gov)
Location:

Grant Recipients

. Interest on Lawyer Trust Accounts (IOLTA) and the state Equal Access Fund (EAF) are the two sources which fund grants
administered by the Legal Services Trust Fund Program of The State Bar of California. These grants are awarded to nonprofit
organizations that provide free civil legal services to low-income Californians. For more information about these organizations
or to find a referral in your area go to www.iawheipcalifornia.org.

2005-08 IOLTA and EAF Grant Recipients

Affordable Housing Advocates San Diego
AIDS Legal Referral Panel San Francisco
Alameda Co Bar Volunteer Legal Services Oakland
Alameda County Homeless Action Center Berkeley
Alfiance for Children's Rights Los Angeles
Asian Law Caucus San Francisco
Asian Pacific American Legal Center ' Los Angeles
Asian Pacific Islander Legal Outreach San Francisco
Bay Area Legal Aid Oakiand
Benchmark Institute San Francisco
Bet Tzedek Legal Services Los Angeles
Calcosh Legal Services Support Project San Francisco
California Advocates for Nursing Home Reform San Francisco
California Center for Law and the Deaf San Leandro
Califomnia Indian Legal Services Oakiand
California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation Sacramento
California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc. San Francisco
California Women's Law Center Los Angeles
Casa Comelia Law Center San Diego
Center for Community Advocacy Salinas
Center for Health Care Rights Los Angeles
Center for Human Rights and Constitutional Law Los Angeles
Center for Law in the Public Interest » Santa Monica
Central Califomia Legal Services Fresno
Centro Legal de la Raza Oakland

Child Care Law Center San Francisco
Children's Rights Clinic Costa Mesa
Coalition of California Welfare Rights Orgs. Sacramento
Community Legal Services in East Palo Alto East Paio Alto
Contra Costa Senior Legal Services Richmond

http://calbar.ca.gov/state/calbar/calbar_generic_pr.jsp?BV_EngineID=cccfaddhemlfmjjcfn... ..



Grant Recipients

Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund Berkeley
East Bay Community Law Center Berkeley
Elder Law & Advocacy San Diego
Family Violence Law Center Oakland
Greater Bakersfield Legal Assistance Bakersfield
HALSA Los Angeles
Harriett Buhai Center for Family Law Los Angeles

Homebase: The Center for Common Concerns

San Francisco

Immigrant Legal Resource Center

San Francisco

Inland Counties Legal Services Riverside
Inland Empire Latino Lawyers Legal Aid Riverside
Inner City Law Center Los Angeles

La Raza Centro Legal

San Francisco

Law Center for Families

Oakland

Law Foundation of Silicon Valley

San Jose

Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights

San Francisco

Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles

Los Angeles

Legal Aid Foundation of Santa Barbara

Santa Barbara

Legal Aid of Marin

San Rafael

Legal Aid Society of Orange County

Santa Ana

Legal Aid Society of San Bernardino

San Bernardino

Legal Aid Society of San Diego

San Diego

Legal Aid Society of San Mateo County

San Mateo

Legal Aid Society of SF-Employment Law Center

San Francisco

Legal Assistance for Seniors

Oakland

Legal Assistance to the Elderly

San Francisco

Legal Center for Elderly and Disabled

Sacramento

Legal Services for Children

San Francisco

Legal Services for Prisoners with Children

San Francisco

Legal Services for Seniors Seaside
Legal Services of Northern California Sacramento
Los Angeles Center for Law and Justice Los Angeles
Los Angeles Co. Bar Association Projects Los Angeles
McGeorge Community Legal Services Sacramento
Mental Health Advocacy Services Los Angeles
National Center for Youth Law Oakland
National Economic Development & Law Center Oakland
National Health Law Program Los Angeles
National Housing Law Project Oakland

http://calbar.ca.gov/state/calbar/calbar_generic_pr.jsp?BV_EnginelD=cccfaddhemlfmjjcfn
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Grant Recipients

National Immigration Law Center Los Angeles
National Senior Citizens Law Center Los Angeles
Neighborhood Legal Services Pacoima
Prison Law Office San Quentin
Pro Bono Project Silicon Valley San Jose
Protection & Advocacy, inc. Sacramento

Public Advocates

San Francisco

Public Counsel

Los Angeles

Public Interest Clearinghouse

San Francisco

Public Interest Law Project Oakland
Public Law Center Santa Ana
Public Service Law Corp. of Riverside Riverside
San Diego Volunteer Lawyer Program San Diego

San Francisco Bar Volunteer Legal Services

San Francisco

Santa Clara County Asian Law Alliance San Jose
Santa Clara University Alexander Law Center Santa Clara
Senior Adults Legal Assistance San Jose
Senior Advocacy Center of Northern California Redding
Senior Citizens' Legal Services Santa Cruz
Senior Law Project Lakeport
Sonoma County Legal Aid Santa Rosa
The Impact Fund Berkeley
UC Davis School of Law Legal Clinics Davis

USC Law School Litigation Clinics Los Angeles
USD School of Law Legal Clinics San Diego
Voluntary Legal Services of Northern California ‘Sacramento
Western Center on Law and Poverty Los Angeles
Western Law Center for Disability Rights Los Angeles

Youth Law Center

San Francisco

Yuba-Sutter Lega! Center for Seniors

Marysville
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