Guardianship Quick Reference Guide
Do you need a guardianship of a minor?

· Think about the child’s short term and long term needs 
· Are there other options?

· What are the advantages of a guardianship?

· What are the disadvantages?

Are you ready to become a guardian?

· Think about the responsibilities you will have 

· Read the duties of guardians

How do you ask for a guardianship?

· Fill out and file all the paperwork

· Give notice: let others know you are asking for guardianship

· Go through a court investigation

· Go to court

What if it’s an emergency?

· Fill out the Temporary guardianship paperwork TOGETHER with the regular guardianship papers
· Give notice

· Go to court to ask for a temporary guardianship

· Remember: you will still have to go to court on the regular guardianship, even if the judge gave you (or didn’t give you) temporary guardianship

What do you need to do once you become guardian?
· Make sure you are very familiar with your duties as guardian

· Make decisions in the best interests of the child

· File status reports with the court when required

· If the parents want visitation with the child, make decisions as to what is best
· If you don’t agree with what the parents want, the parents will have to go to court to ask the judge
How do you end a guardianship?

· It can end automatically, when the child turns 18 or emancipates

· You can resign as guardian

· Someone can ask the court to end it, and the judge will make the decision based on what is best for the child
Remember:  There is help out there for you!
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