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Judgment After Trial
WHAT IF I WIN?
If you win your case, you will need to submit to the court a form of judgment for the judge to sign. The Self-Help Legal Access Center has prepared a form that you may use. A copy is attached. Make two copies of the proposed judgment, one for the other side, and one to be conformed (file stamped by the court clerk) when you file the original. You should give a copy of the proposed judgment to the other side before submitting it to the court. It is a good idea to keep a certified copy of the judgment to show anyone who questions your right to remain on the property. You can get A certified copy of the judgment from the court records office for a nominal fee.
WHAT IF I LOSE?

If the court awards possession of the property to the landlord it usually takes only a few days for the sheriff to post the property with an order that tells you when you will be locked out. The lock out time is usually at 6:01 a.m. five days after the notice is posted on the property. IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT YOU MOVE OUT BEFORE THE LOCK OUT TAKES EFFECT. If you cannot get all your belongings out in time, at least get your valuables, medications, and important papers. If you have young children, try not to have them present when the lock out occurs, as it can be quite upsetting for them.

WHAT IF I WANT TO APPEAL THE DECISION?

If you wish to appeal the decision of the trial court, you should consult a private attorney because appeals are difficult, costly and rarely result in a reversal of the lower court ruling. You can consult with a private attorney through the Ventura County Bar Association’s Lawyer Referral and Information Service at (805) 650-7599. Filing an appeal does not automatically stop the lock out from proceeding. Only an order signed by the judge staying execution of the judgment will stop the lock out. A form for a motion to stay execution of the judgment can be found in the Self-Help Legal Access Center. However, you should be aware that these motions are rarely granted, and if granted, they are generally conditioned upon the tenant posting the rent with the court.

WARNING:
THE VENTURA COURT’S SELF-HELP LEGAL ACCESS CENTER IS NOT REPRESENTING YOU, OR TELLING YOU WHICH CHOICE TO MAKE. IT HAS ONLY ASSISTED YOU IN REPRESENTING YOURSELF BY PROVIDING LIMITED INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR OPTIONS. NO ATTORNEY FROM THE CENTER WILL APPEAR IN COURT TO REPRESENT YOU AT TRIAL OR ANY OTHER HEARING. YOU ARE REPRESENTING YOURSELF. THE CENTER STRONGLY RECOMMENDS THAT YOU SEEK THE ADVICE OF AN ATTORNEY IN THIS MATTER IF YOU CAN. IF YOU DESIRE FURTHER REFERRAL INFORMATION REGARDING SECURING AN ATTORNEY, YOU MAY CALL THE LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE OF THE VENTURA COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION AT (805) 650-7599.
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