IF YOU ARE REQUESTING A COURT ORDER AFFECTING CHILD CUSTODY OR VISITATION, YOU WILL BE SENT TO MEDIATION WITH FAMILY COURT SERVICES BEFORE THE JUDGE WILL HEAR YOUR CASE

(  Family Court Mediation is a two-step process.  The parties will first be scheduled for a pre-mediation orientation session.  This is a court order, so be sure to keep this appointment!  

(  Following orientation, the parties will schedule a mediation appointment.  If an agreement is reached in mediation, this will become your child custody and visitation order. Congratulations!

SUGGESTIONS FOR A SUCCESSFUL MEDIATION SESSION

(  Complete your paperwork and arrive on time.

(  Prepare the following information and bring it with you to your mediation appointment:

1. One or more proposals for timesharing.

2. A calendar, which identifies school holidays, vacation plans, your work schedule, your child’s scheduled activities.

3. Childcare information and schedules.

4. Suggestions for where, how and when exchanges will be made.

5. A letter from your child’s physician, if the child’s medical needs or need to take medication is an issue.

6. If school is an issue, bring copies of report cards and attendance records.

If you do not reach an agreement, the court will make an order for custody and visitation. If there is information you believe the judge must know, that information must be filed with the court and the other party must receive a copy. 

During the mediation session, each parent will be allowed to explain his or her position with respect to timeshare.  The plans may differ significantly, so during mediation refer to the following suggestions:

(  Focus upon your child’s needs, not yours.

(  Think of custody as what will be in your child’s best interest.  This is the court’s standard.

(  Acknowledge and focus on your child’s special needs, based upon age, development and temperament.

(  Acknowledge that children generally need to spend time with both parents, as long as it is safe.

(  Custody and visitation are the only topics to be discussed in mediation.  Child support, other money issues or property issues are not addressed.

(  Understand that as children grow, their needs will change and some flexibility on your part will be needed in order to adjust to those needs.  Your timesharing plans may need to change with them.

(  Understand that the decisions about timeshare are adult decisions, and your child is not expected to make those decisions.

