ANNOUNCEMENT 

LIMITED SCOPE REPRESENTATION AVAILABLE  

TO PARTIES AT UNLAWFUL DETAINER SETTLEMENT CONFERENCES

Free lawyers are available to represent qualifying landlords and tenants at the unlawful detainer (eviction) settlement conference.  If a party to the case does not have a lawyer and would like one…

The San Francisco Superior Court has approved a limited scope representation program which provides lawyers for self represented landlords and tenants at the unlawful detainer settlement conference.  

Limited scope representation is an arrangement between a lawyer and a client where the lawyer represents the client for a specific purpose but not for the entire case. 

The San Francisco Superior Court program provides for lawyers at the settlement conference, only.  If the case does not settle at the settlement conference, the party will remain self represented unless the limited scope lawyer or another lawyer agrees to formally substitute into the case.

Volunteer and staff lawyers from the Bar Association of San Francisco’s Volunteer Legal Services Program (VLSP) and the Eviction Defense Collaborative (EDC) will provide free representation at the unlawful detainer settlement conference.  If you are a property owner call the MSC Project at (415) 982-1600 to determine if you are eligible for free representation. You must call the MSC Project by noon on the Friday before the settlement conference. 

Because it is anticipated that a large number of people would like to be represented by a lawyer at the unlawful detainer settlement conference, it is likely that volunteer limited scope lawyers may handle several different cases on the day of the settlement conference.
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