 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1WHEN DO I HAVE TO FILE A RESPONSE TO THE EVICTION?

If you are personally served with a Summons and Complaint-Unlawful Detainer, you have five calendar days to respond.  You must count every single day, including weekends, but not court holidays.


The five days start the day after you are served with the Summons and Complaint. If the fifth day is on a weekend or a holiday when the court is closed, your answer is due the very next day the court is open.  


If the court holiday does not fall on the fifth day, you do not count that day in counting the five days.  This gets a little complicated so you may want to get some legal advice on when your answer is due.

REMEMBER: you do NOT have to wait until the fifth day to file your answer, If you have any doubt about the date on which you were served, file on a earlier date to avoid having a default judgment taken against you. 

The chart below may be helpful.

	Complaint Served
	Last Day to Respond
	Intervening

Monday*

Judicial Holiday

	Monday
	Monday
	Tuesday

	Tuesday
	Monday
	Tuesday

	Wednesday
	Monday
	Tuesday

	Thursday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday

	Friday
	Wednesday
	Thursday

	Saturday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Sunday
	Friday
	Monday


