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Resource Center for Self-Represented Litigants

110 N. Grand Ave., Room 426, Los Angeles, CA 90012


PETITION FOR CUSTODY AND SUPPORT OF MINOR CHILDREN 
[SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS]                           
This information sheet is provided as a courtesy only and is not intended to provide legal advice.  For legal advice, you should consult an attorney.  For additional information, please visit the Resource Center for Self-Represented Litigants located in Room 426.  You can also find more information on the California Court’s website at http://www.courts.ca.gov/1185. htm.#acc11688.
1) What Is A Petition For Custody And Support Of Minor Children?

A Petition for Custody and Support of Minor Children is used to establish custody, visitation, and child support orders.  This type of case will NOT terminate a marriage or establish a parental relationship.  
NOTE:  Filing a Petition is just the FIRST STEP.   For enforceable court orders regarding custody and support, file and serve a Request for Order (RFO) and then prepare a Findings and Order After Hearing (FOAH).  For permanent orders, you will need to prepare a Judgment.  
2)  Who Can File This Case?
· Married parents or registered domestic partners who want custody, visitation, and support orders, yet do NOT want a divorce, legal separation, or annulment;       
Common Situations:

-  Parties who wish to live separately, yet do not want to divorce
-  Parties whose religious beliefs prohibit divorce
-  Parties who do not meet the residency requirements for divorce

· Unmarried parents where parentage has been established by: 
· A Voluntary Declaration of Paternity; 

· Judgment of Paternity in a juvenile case; OR 
· Judgment of Paternity in governmental child support case
· Unmarried parents who have legally adopted a child together.
3) Will This Case Grant Me A Divorce, Legal Separation, Or Nullity And

     Divide My Property?

No.  To get a divorce and divide marital property you will need to file a Petition for Dissolution of Marriage, Legal Separation, or Nullity.
4)   Will This Case Establish That I Am The Parent Of My Child(ren)?


No.  To be legally declared as the parent of your child(ren), you will need to file a Petition to Establish Parental Relationship.
5)
 Is Los Angeles County The Right Place For Me To File My Case?
Depends.  For this court to have jurisdiction, your child(ren) must have lived in California for six months and must be living in Los Angeles County at the time you file this case.
6)   What Forms Do I Have To File?  How Many Copies?
See Page 3 for a list of the mandatory and optional forms you need to start a case.  You can purchase forms at Window #5 of the Family Law Filing Window in Room 426 or print them for free at http://www.courts.ca.gov/forms.htm.  
Make two sets of copies.  File the Originals and Copies at the filing window.  Once you have filed, the other party must be personally served with a copy of your completed forms and the blank response forms. 

7)    How Do I Fill Out The Forms?   

           The forms should be typed or printed neatly using black ink.  The “Petitioner” is always the person who starts the case and the “Respondent” is always the person who responds to the case.  The Petitioner and Respondent remain the same throughout the entire case, no matter who files for a hearing or trial.  The Summons (FL-210) informs the Respondent that there is a 30-day period in which to file and serve a Response.  If no Response is filed within 30 days, the Petitioner may file a Request to Enter Default (FL-165). 
8)   Is There A Fee?  Where Do I File My Paperwork? 
            Yes.  The fee for starting a case is $435.00.  If you are unable to pay, you may be eligible for a fee waiver.  This application is available at Window #5 or at http://www.courts.ca.gov/forms.htm.  
             File the originals, the two copies, and your fee waiver (if applicable) at the Family Law Filing Windows #1-4 in Room 426.  The Clerk will keep the originals and return the copies to you with a case number and filing date stamped on your copies.  
9)   How Do I Serve The Respondent?
            After filing, you must have the Respondent personally served with the “service package” by someone other than yourself.  The service package should include all the forms you filed (except for the fee waiver) plus blank response forms (See Page 3).  
            The person who serves the Respondent must complete a Proof of Service of Summons (FL-115).  File the completed Proof of Service of Summons at the filing window.  For detailed information about service, please ask for assistance or go to http://www.courts.ca.gov/1185.htm#acc11688.
IF YOU ARE THE PETITIONER:  FORMS TO START A CASE

MANDATORY FORMS

FAM-020
Family Law Case Cover Sheet 

FL-210

Summons (Uniform Parentage—Petition for Custody and Support) 

FL-260

Petition for Custody and Support of Minor Children 

FL-105
Declaration Under Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act (UCCJEA) 

FL-150

Income and Expense Declaration 
OPTIONAL FORMS
FL-311       
Child Custody and Visitation Application Attachment 

FL-312       
Request for Child Abduction Prevention Orders

FL-341(C)  
Children’s Holiday Schedule Attachment

FL-341(D)  
Additional Provisions – Physical Custody Attachment

FL-341(E)  
Joint Legal Custody Attachment

MANDATORY BLANK FORMS FOR THE RESPONDENT
FL-270     
Response to Petition for Custody and Support of Minor Children 

FL-105
     
Declaration Under Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement  

                
Act (UCCJEA) 

FL-150     
Income and Expense Declaration 

FL-335    
Proof of Service by Mail (Optional) 
OTHER

FL-115

Proof of Service of Summons 

[You must personally serve the Respondent.  File the proof of service in court after the Respondent is served]
 IF YOU ARE THE RESPONDENT:  FORMS TO RESPOND TO A CASE 

MANDATORY FORMS:

FL-270     
Response to Petition for Custody and Support of Minor Children 
FL-105     
Declaration Under Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement  

                 
Act (UCCJEA) 

FL-150     
Income and Expense Declaration 

OPTIONAL FORMS

FL-311      
Child Custody and Visitation Application Attachment 

FL-312       
Request for Child Abduction Prevention Orders

FL-341(C)  
Children’s Holiday Schedule Attachment

FL-341(D)  
Additional Provisions – Physical Custody Attachment

FL-341(E)  
Joint Legal Custody Attachment
OTHER

FL-330

Proof of Personal Service   OR

FL-335

Proof of Service by Mail 

[You may serve the Petitioner by mail or by personal service.  File the proof of service in court after the Petitioner is served.]
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