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I. Probate Court – The Probate “Umbrella”
A. Decedents’ Estates – Post Humus 

1. Wills & Trusts

2. Intestate Succession 

3. Summary Proceedings – Non-Probate Proceedings

a. Affidavit Procedure for Collection of Personal Property – Probate Code 13101 et seq.

b. Succession to Property Petition – Probate Code 13150 et seq.

c. Affidavits Re Small Value – Probate Code 13200 et seq.

d. Spousal/Domestic Partner Petition – Probate Code 13650 et seq.

e. Release of Remains – Health & Safety 7105
B. Conservatorships – Inter Vivos

1. Collaboration with Bet Tzedek

C. Guardianships – Inter Vivos

1. Collaboration with Public Counsel

II. Probate Notes – Note Clearing Clinic

A. 
HotDocs Program

1. Interview Format

2. Forms  

a. Populated with responses

b. Proper Format

3. Pleading Format – Populated

B. Supplement to Petition for Probate

1. Probate Notes available to Public On-line

2. Prior to Hearing – Clear Notes 

a. Translation of Probate Notes

i. “Foreign Language”

b. Clearing Simple, but Mandatory Notes

c. Proper Procedures for Filing Supplement

III. Walk-In Services (Limited)

A. Self Help Forms On-Line 

1. Case Types:

a. Will – Testate
b. No Will – Intestate

2. Preparation of Orders

3. Issuing Letters

4. Non-Probate Proceedings
a. Affidavit Procedure for Collection of Personal Property – Probate Code 13101 et seq.

b. Succession to Property Petition – Probate Code 13150 et seq.

c. Affidavits Re Small Value – Probate Code 13200 et seq.

d. Spousal/Domestic Partner Petition – Probate Code 13650 et seq.

e. Release of Remains – Health & Safety 7105
B. Challenges:

1. Complex Matters

a. Separate Property, Multi-Level Distribution, Large Estates, Location of Heirs, Third-Party Interests 
2. Ex Parte Matters

3. Bonds without Attorney

4. Bond Waivers – Cooperation of Heirs

5. Limited Requests 

6. Format and Samples

7. Procedures – Filing, Orders & Issuing Letters

8. Follow-up – Timing and Lengthy Process
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