
LOCAL RULES. Superior Court of California, County of San Mateo 
 

Division V 
FAMILY LAW DEPARTMENT  

 
Rule 5.5 Alternative Dispute Resolution 
 
A. ADR Policy: California Rules of Court and the Family Law Act strongly encourage 
alternative dispute resolution (ADR) of family matters. The Family Law Department 
recognizes that formal litigation of legal claims and disputes is expensive and time 
consuming. The goals of this Court are: to reduce hostilities between the parties; 
facilitate the early resolution of issues; and provide parties with an opportunity to 
maximize their satisfaction with the resolution of their case. It is therefore the policy of 
this Court to promote and encourage the parties to settle their disputes by the use of 
appropriate dispute resolution options which include mediation, arbitration, collaborative 
law, court supervised settlement conferences and/or judicial case management. 
 
B.  Requirements for filing and service of the Notice of ADR Options In Family Law 
Actions: Each party to a family law action shall be informed of the alternatives to 
litigation to resolve their disputed issues. Notice shall be in the form of an information 
sheet entitled “Notice of ADR Options” (hereinafter “Notice”) (see Appendix 6). All 
parties and counsel shall file and have the Notice served on the other party with any 
Petition or Response under the Family Law Act or Uniform Parentage Act, Order to 
Show Cause, Response to Order to Show Cause, Notice of Motion, Response to Notice 
of Motion, or other family law pleading which will result in a court hearing or trial, 
unless a Notice has previously been filed within the past 180 days. A Proof of Service 
shall be filed with the Court.  
 

(1) Exceptions: This rule shall not apply to domestic violence cases filed under 
Family Code 6200 et seq, nor to Title IV-D child support actions involving 
the Department of Child Support pursuant to Family Code §§17400 and 
17406 and/or those actions filed by the local child support agency 
pursuant to Family Code §4900 et seq. This rule shall not apply to Motions 
to Withdraw or to matters pending before a private judge. The Notice 
shall not be served on an employee pension benefit plan.  

 
C. Except for ex parte motions or an initial order to show cause filed with a petition, 
no hearing or trial date shall be set by the Clerk of the Court until the moving party has 
complied with filing and service of the Notice as set forth in this Rule.  
 
D.  The Court’s ADR Program shall maintain a list of attorneys who possess the 
qualifications related to this Rule.  
 
(Adopted, effective January 1, 2000) (Renumbered (formerly Rule 5.4(c))) and Amended, effective January 1, 2004) (Amended, 
effective July 1, 2004) 
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