Trial Tips for 

Unlawful Detainer Cases
You have a right to talk to the Judge
After the Tenant files an Answer and the Landlord files an “Request/Counter-Request to Set Case for Trial At-Issue Memorandum” form both parties will receive a letter in the mail notifying them of their trial date.  Normally, this is a trial by a judge (unless a jury trial was requested).  Many people do not know that they have a right to talk to the judge about their case when they go to court. Even if you speak to the other party, or their attorney, and they tell you that you do not need to talk to the judge, DO NOT leave the court without talking to the judge about what you and the other party agree or don’t agree about. 
If you and the other party agree, you still need to talk to the Judge about what you agreed to
The Judge will ask you and the other party to step outside the courtroom to discuss your case to see if you can come to an agreement without a trial.  If you agree about how to resolve your case, return to the courtroom and wait for your name to be called. DO NOT leave the court without talking to the judge about what you both agreed to.  
If you and the other party cannot agree, go back to the Courtroom and wait to talk to the Judge
If you do not agree with the terms the other party or their attorney is offering, you do not have to agree.  If you don’t agree, go back into the courtroom, let the deputy know that you have returned to the courtroom, then wait for your name to be called by the clerk or judge for your Trial.  If you do not hear your name called, go back to the deputy and let him know that your case has not been called yet.  DO NOT leave the courtroom until you have spoken to the judge about your case.  You have the right to a Trial.  
If you and the other party agree, don’t leave the courthouse without a filed copy of the agreement.
Even if you settle your case and you and the other party, or their attorney, make an agreement, DO NOT leave the court without a copy of the agreement.  Don’t wait to get a copy of the agreement in the mail. Tell the other party that you will wait in the courtroom for a copy.  Having a copy helps to prevent misunderstandings during a stressful time.
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